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RECAP OF DECEMBER MEETING : After the report of Treasurer Lea Levy, President Harry 
Flower and Board Member Ben Odesser briefly discussed the November auction.... Then Mr. 
Flower took additional orders for the Lerner "Six-Day War" medals and also for the magazine 
"Journal of Israel Numismatics".... The 4th annual AINA trip to Israel was then discussed and 
brochures for this event were distributed to interested parties.... The 1972 New Year tokens 
were then distributed to all INSI members present. Those who did not attend this meeting will 
receive their token with the January Bulletin. We thank the IGCMC and Mr. Rafael Aldor for 
making this presentation possible.... The Israel "Let My People Go" coin arrived in time for 
distribution at the December meeting. Those members who were absent, please attend the 
January meeting to receive your order, as these coins will not be mailed.... INSI Attorney 
Nathan Eglit then gave a report and pointed out the legal advantages of our new "Charter of 
Incorporation". We appreciate the efforts of Mr. Eglit in obtaining this document for our or¬ 
ganization, and we sincerely thank him. ...As this was the month of Chanuka, the Club bought 
numismatic items for door prizes. These were won by the following lucky people: Karen 
Oppenheim, Ronald Geithein, Dr. Alan Feinberg, Mr. Alvin Goldsmith, Mr. Hyman Siegel, 
Michael Sporn and Ellen Oppenheim.... After adjournment of the business portion of the meeting, 
the membership and guests participated in our annual "Chanuka Party". At this social event 
we were served coffee, tea, pop, cake, cookies, mandel-bread and candy. Atmosphere was 
added by the "Happy Chanuka" sign and menorah with lighted candles. We thank the hostesses 
Mrs. Peggie Goldsmith and Mrs. Lea Levy, and also Mrs. Odesser and Mrs. Siegel, who 
made this party possible. It was very enjoyable with fellowship and good feelings prevailing 
throughout the evening. 

EXHIBITS : There were 5 exhibitors at this meeting. Mr. Stewart Koppel displayed and spoke 
on the latest creation of sculptor Paul Vincze of London. This 4 l/2 by 6 l/2 inch plaque titled 
"Moses" features the Law-Giver holding the two Tablets of the Ten Commandments. This 
beautiful art piece is available from the sculptor at 5 Rosetti Studios, Flood Street, Chelsea, 
London, S. W. , 3, England. 

The next exhibitor, Mrs. Levy, displayed a plate bearing the beautiful design "Lion of Israel" 
by Elizabeth Weistrop. In this design the Lion of Judah guards the nine-branch Menorah of 
Chanuka, symbol of freedom recalling the struggle of the Maccabees for independence and the 
freedom to worship in the Jewish religion. This item is available from the Judaic Medal 
Society, P. O. Box 248, Half Moon Bay, California, 94019. 


The third exhibitor, Mr. Maxwell Chalmers, displayed the lucite embedment of the 1971 official 
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Israel Mint set bearing the Star of David mint mark. This beautiful 2 1/2x7 1/2x3/4 inch 
block of gleaming lucite with the embedded coins is available from A. I. N. A. , P.O. Box 3194, 
Church Street Station, New York, New York, 10008. 

Next, Dr. Alan Feinberg had three unusual false shekels. There were two of silver of the 
year 2, measuring 35 mm. in diameter and one bronze 27.5 mm. token similar to the Masonic 
penny but the reverse advertising the Grand Rapids Welfare Union. A bronze coin showing a 
lyre of the Second Revolt was also exhibited. 

Fitting into the theme of the month of December, Mr. Harry Flower exhibited a collection of 
Chanuka coins and medals. The coins were the complete issue of the Israel one-pound Chanuka 
coins of 1958, 1960, 1960, 1961, 1962 and 1963. The medals were the 1968 Chanuka medals 
issued by the Journal of Israel Numismatics, and the 1970 and 1971 issue of Chanuka Medals 
of the Franklin Mint. He also exhibited a rolled 1967 U. S. Lincoln cent with a "menorah" and 
the word ’’Chanukah”. 

ELECTION OF 1972 INSI OFFICERS : Nominating Committee Joseph Sporn, Robert Greenstein 
and Chairman Donald Oppenheim presented the slate for INSI officers for 1972. This slate, 
consisting of the present officers, is as follows: Mr. Harry Flower, President; Dr. Alan 
Feinberg, 1st Vice President; Mr. David Silverman, 2nd Vice President; Mrs. Mary Bell, 
Secretary; and Mrs. Lea Levy, Treasurer. Mr. Ben Odesser proposed that the nominations 
be closed, and this slate be unanimously elected. Mr. Max Chalmers seconded the motion, 
and the above group was voted into office. Your officers want to sincerely thank the member¬ 
ship for their vote of confidence and will do their best to make the INSI a success. The Presi¬ 
dent will appoint members of the board at a later date. 

We have received notice of the release of the 1972 Pidyon 
HaBen 10 pound coin. As in previous years the coin is 
intended to become a collector's item in addition to its 
ceremonial use. Each annual issue bears a slight change 
in design of the value side. The sequence (this is the 
third) is thus becoming an attractive series. The distri¬ 
bution of the 1971 coins was discontinued on December 31, 
1971. If ordering procedure arrives in time for the Janu¬ 
ary meeting, Club orders will be taken. If you wish a 
brochure and more information, write to Israel Govern¬ 
ment Coins and Medals Corp. (IGCMC), 850 Third Avenue, 
New York, New York, 10022. 

DUES : We want to remind the INSI members that it is time to pay your 1972 dues. If unable 
to attend the January meeting, please make your check ($5. 00 for adult and $3. 00 for junior) 
payable to I. N. S. I. and mail it to our P.O. box. Please do not make it necessary for us to 
mail you reminders. 

ISRAEL TRIP: Again, we want to remind all members and their friends of the 4th Annual 
Study Tour to Israel, March 1 to 15, 1972. Brochures are available at the speaker's table. 

If anyone is interested in this trip but unable to attend the January meeting, please write to 
our P.O. box, and a brochure will be mailed to you. 

NEW OFFICIAL MEDALS OF ISRAEL : Israel has recently issued a new set of State Medals 
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as well as new varieties of earlier medals. The new issue, the JERUSALEM-KNESSET State 
Medal has been struck in 4 varieties, bronze and silver 59 mm. and bronze and silver 45 mm. 
The Bar Mitzvah Medal of 1961 is now issued in 2 new varieties, 45 mm. in both bronze and 
silver. Also the Masada Medal of 1964 is now issued in 45 mm. bronze. 



Cat.# 

Metal 

Diameter 

Weight 

JERUSALEM - 

KNESSET 


60311 

Bronze 

59mm 

95gr. 

60321 

Silver 

59mm 

115gr. 

60312 

Bronze 

45mm 

40gr. 

60322 

Silver 

45mm 

48gr. 



ABOUT INSI MEMBERS : Congratulations to member Donald Oppenheim whose wife Shirley won 
the Pan American Airways contest. The prize, two round trip tickets from Chicago to Tel 
Aviv. They and their two lovely daughters, Ellen and Karen, will leave for Israel this summer. 
....We welcome home Mr. Joseph Ashman from his recent Israeli trip. Joe says that the trip 
was just fantastic.... Speaking of Israel trips, our secretary, Mary Bell, is now in Israel on a 
3 month vacation. That's living!!!.... Congratulations to Dr. Saul Needleman who was awarded 
a beautiful, engraved speaker’s medal from the Morton Grove Coin Club. The presentation was 
made by Dr. Feinberg at our December meeting.... Our new club stationery and Bulletin head¬ 
ing is due to none other than our own David Silverman. This is a very beautiful design, and 
we appreciate and thank Mr. Silverman for producing the art work. 

















FEBRUARY 1972 BU_LLETJN_ Box 2095, Oak Park, Illinois, 60303 


The thirty-third general meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (INSI) will be held 
at the 

ORCHARD CENTER 
8600 Gross Point Road 
Skokie, Illinois 

Wednesday, February 23, 1972 
8:00 P. M. 

RECAP OF JANUARY MEETING : After the report of Treasurer Lea Levy, President Harry 
Flower completed the distribution of the "Let My People Go" coins and the Lerner "Six-Day 

War" medals-Mr. Flower then spoke of the new 1972 Pidyon HaBen Coins (pictured in our 

January BULLETIN, and the three varieties available. Orders for these were taken by Mrs. 

Levy, and distribution will be made at the February pieeting if the coins arrive.. .. Next, a 
large list of Israel medals (non-official) offered by Israel Art Medals Co., P. O. Box 202, 

Syosset, New York, 11791, with a letter allowing 10% discount to INSI members, was shown 
to the membership. A few of these lists will be distributed at the February meeting, but you 
may order your own by writing to the above address.... A very important letter from Mr. Morris 
Bram, President of the American Israel Numismatic Association (AINA) was read. This was 
concerning a special offer in connection with their membership drive. Application blanks for 

AINA membership will be mailed with our February BULLETIN. (More about this later). 

The highlight of the meeting was the very excellent color film "Israel Now". For this unex¬ 
pected event we thank Mr. Gideon Sde-Or of the Israel Government Tourist Office, 5 South 
Wabash Avenue, Chicago, 60603. Not only did Mr. Sde-Or bring and show the film, but he 
also distributed many folders and pamphlets about Israel. Best of all, everyone present was 
given a special numismatic souvenir, a 2" x 2" plastic snap-lock box containing a One Agora 
coin. Imprinted on the container in silver is the emblem of the company and the inscription 
"With the compliments of ISRAEL Government Tourist Office Chicago". On the reverse of 
the box is the inscription "This uncirculated coin is one of the first coins minted in Jerusa¬ 
lem since the Bar-Kochba Revolt, 132-135 C.E. (Common Era)." This souvenir was es¬ 
pecially meaningful to our members, and we sincerely thank Mr. Sde-Or for a most enjoyable 
evening. We hope that he will be able to visit us again very soon. 

DOOR PRIZES : Mr. Lou Nagy donated the two numismatic door prizes for which we thank 
him. The winner of the first prize was one of our visitors, Mrs. Saul Needleman. And the 
winner of the second one — and this is "for real" — none other than her husband, Dr. Saul 
Needleman!! (How lucky can one family be??) 

EXHIBITS : The first exhibitor, Dr. Saul Needleman, displayed four ancient coins. These 
were (1) a siglos from ancient Persia (337-330 B.C.), (2) a Judaea coin of Herod I (47-4 B. C.), 
(3) a glass coin weight with a Star of David, 2nd century C.E.(?), and (4) a Crusader silver 
denier of Balwin n (1118-1131 A.D.). Dr. Needleman spoke on each of these pieces, all of 
which played an important part in Judaic history. 
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Dr. Alan Feinberg, the second exhibitor, displayed a copy of Seaby's COIN AND MEDAL 
BULLETIN , April, 1966 issue, featuring an article "Billie and Charlie Tokens" and also 
one of these interesting tokens. Also Dr. Feinberg exhibited and spoke on two very unusual 
and interesting Shekel medals. 

The last exhibitor, Mr. Harry Flower, displayed and spoke on several pages from his album 
"Paper Money of Judaic Interest". The first was a 20 Franc French note that circulated in 
Paris during the Nazi occupation. This note featured a fisherman pulling a rope — a 

Hitler postage stamp was placed in such a position so that it appeared that the rope is around 
his neck. This was a clever method of French noncollaboration during this period.. .. Also 
shown was a photocopy of U. S. Currency with the reverse blank, but printed with anti-Semitic 

propaganda. These were dropped by Germany on French cities during W.W. H-Another 

page contained a photocopy of a U. S. silver certificate with Hebrew lettering superimposed on 
the obverse; the blank reverse was printed with political propaganda (in Hebrew) and photos. 

This piece was used in election campaigns by the Herut party. 

While on the subject of exhibits, this writer would like to emphasize the importance of dis¬ 
playing part of your collection, whether a book, coin, medal or any historical Judaic item 
at our meetings. I am sure that the membership would enjoy hearing about your possessions, 
and the meetings will become more interesting to you as an exhibitor. Please feel free to 
exhibit and tell us about any item in your collection. 

ISRAEL TRIP: This is just a last minute reminder of the 4th Annual Study Tour to Israel, 
March 1 to 15, 1972. Departure time is close, but there is still time. Please call Mr. 

Rafael Aldor, Government of Israel Coins and Medals Department in New York (telephone 
212 Plaza 2-5600), and arrangements can still be made. 

DUES : Most of the membership have paid their 1972 dues. If unable to attend the February 
meeting, please mail your check ($5.00 for adults and $3.00 for juniors), payable to I.N.S.I. 
and send to P.O. Box 2095, Oak Park, Illinois, 60303. A 1972 membership card will be 
sent to you. 

AINA MEMBERSHIP: As a special offer, any INSI member joining AINA at this time will be 
allowed to purchase a set of 1971 Israel Mint marked coins (this is the beautiful plastic en¬ 
closed set that is serial numbered) for $3.15, regular price is $4.00. For this program 
1000 of these sets of the lowest serial numeration (from 0001 to 1000) has been made avail¬ 
able by the IGCAMC. Your officers strongly recommend that every INSI member apply for 
membership in AINA. The official magazine, THE SHEKEL , is worth more than this amount. 

If you wish, bring your filled AINA application with check made payable to AINA to the meet¬ 
ing, and these will be mailed as a group. 

PROGRAM FOR FEBRUARY: As the Israel film was so popular at the last meeting, your 
committee is trying to arrange for another one for the February meeting. If our plans 
materialize, there will be an interesting film at the next meeting. Bring your friends. 

President - Mr. Harry Flower 

First Vice President - Dr. Alan Feinberg Second Vice President - Mr. David Silverman 

Secretary - Mrs. Mary Bell Treasurer - Mrs. Lea Levy 

Board Members - Mr. Leo Hecht, Mr. Lou Nagy, Mr. Ben Odesser, Dr. Saul Needleman 
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The thirty-fourth general meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (INSI) will be 
held at the 


ORCHARD CENTER 
8600 Gross Point Road 


Skokie, Illinois 


Wednesday, March 22, 1972 


8:00 P. M. 


RECAP OF FEBRUARY MEETING : Due to illness, Treasurer Lea Levy was absent, (she is 
now o. k. and is expected to be with us in March) but we had the pleasure of the attendance 

of Secretary Mary Bell.President Harry Flower distributed the 1972 Pidyon HaBen Coins 

to those who had placed orders. He then distributed the lists of the Israel Art Medal Co. 
to those who were interested, and called attention to the new auction list of R. P. Nielson 

Co., P.O. Box 58453, Houston, Texas, 77058.The membership was reminded that some 

have NOT paid their 1972 dues. If unable to attend the meetings, please mail your check to 

the Club's post office box.Also a reminder that we receive bulletins of INS of other cities. 

These interesting publications are available to any INSI member for examination.Mr. Joseph 

Ashman was given the custody of a 1972 Pidyon Haben Coins set to be sold to anyone in need 

of these ceremonial pieces. Mr. Ashman’s telephone number is 973-2955.Mrs. Bell took 

additional orders for Israel Coins. 

The highlights of this meeting were the talks and discussions by our secretary Mrs. Mary 
Bell and Mr. Louis Bell. They have recently returned from a 3 month residence in Israel 
and related the true experience of Americans living there. Mrs. Bell answered many ques¬ 
tions, and Mr. Bell eloquently told of their experiences and the benefits that are allowed 
Americans or any other Jewish nationals that move to Israel. Their talk was different: it 
was from a viewpoint of a resident and not from that of a tourist. Everyone present bene¬ 
fited from their experience and thanks them for a very interesting and informative discussion. 

BOARD MEETING: At a recent Board meeting INSI activities were discussed. Among these 
were programs, especially cultural programs, articles for the Bulletin, raffles, membership 
drives, presentation medals, etc. Dr. Saul Needleman agreed to become our new Cultural 
Program Chairman. He also brought up the feasibility of Jewish numismatic articles in our 
Bulletin. This is being done by one INS bulletin, and your Board voted for it. These arti¬ 
cles should be no longer than one typed page. INSI members are invited to submit articles. 

The first of these appears in this issue.Plans were made for a membership drive. 

Mr. Lou Nagy will submit a letter for consideration to be sent to synagogues and Jewish 

organizations informing them of INSI.A raffle, for fun and profit for the Club, will be 

tried at a future meeting.Plans for a presentation medal for guest speakers was dis¬ 

cussed next. Drs. Needleman and Feinberg will devise a 3-inch shekel medal for this 
purpose. 

PROGRAM FOR MARCH MEETING: Mr. Israel Chodosh will talk to us on a period of 
ancient Jewish history. Mr. Chodosh is the reference librarian at the Leaf Library of the 
Spertus College of Jewish Studies in Chicago. 
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EXHIBITS : The first exhibitor was Dr. Alan Feinberg, who exhibited and spoke on three 
books pertaining to Judaic numismatics. These were (1) A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF JEWISH 
NUMISMATICS , by L.A. Mayer, The Magnes Press, The Hebrew University, Jerusalem, 

1966 (English text); (2) DIE MUNZEN VON PALASTINA UND ISRAEL by Heinzdietzel, 1971, 
Buchdruchdruckeri Frich Prh Berlin, 26 (German text); and (3) LEXIKON DES JUDENTUMS, 
published by C. Bertelsmann Verlag, GUtersloh, Germany (German text), which is a Jewish 
Encyclopedia. 

The next exhibitor, Mr. Harry Flower, displayed and spoke on several Judaic medals. The 
first was a 38 mm. bronze of Louis Brandeis, struck in 1956 at the United States Mint by 
Act of Congress to mark the Brandeis Centennial Year that was sponsored by Brandeis Uni¬ 
versity.The next medal was a 72 mm. bronze, struck in 1971 by the Medallic Art Co. 

of New York as the 83rd issue of the Society of Medalists. This prize-winning medal 
features the four scientists whose discoveries and theories were responsible for the opening 
of the atomic age. The first of these is Albert Einstein. For more information of this 
outstanding medal and how it may be obtained, write to The Society of Medalists, West Branch 

Road, Weston, Connecticut, 06880.The third piece was a 72 mm. bronze, struck by the 

French Mint at Paris, depicting Moses and The Ten Commandments. This medal was de¬ 
signed by R. H. Courroy and struck in 1971. This and many other medals are obtainable 

from LeClub Francais de laMedaille, 11, Quai de Conti, Paris 6, France.The next was 

a set of five silver "shekels" in a presentation box issued by De-Vere Coins, 97 Charing 
Cross Road, W. C.2, London, England. These pieces, designed by Vivian Cohn, were 
struck in 925 fine silver weighing 0. 625 troy ounces, and issued as "The Pidyon Shekel", 
received considerable publicity in 1966. 

The last exhibitor, Mr. Ben Odesser, displayed an unusual Judaic item. This was a collec¬ 
tion of 22 pieces of Israel Army Insignia mounted in a Ricker case. This was the first time 
that most of our members had seen such a variety of Israel Military Insignia. 

DOOR PRIZES: Mr. Louis Nagy donated 3 door prizes, and Mr. Ben Odesser, one door 
prize. These were won by Robert Greenstein, Mr. Melvin Greenstein, Dr. Alan Feinberg, 
and Jeffery Lillien. Congratulations, Winners! 

NEW MEMBERS : Two new members have joined INSI. Mr. Sidney Lorber of Skokie, and 
Junior, Michael Sporn. We welcome you both, and hope that you attend, participate and 
enjoy our meetings. 

SPECIAL INSI COIN AND MEDAL DISPLAY : Your Club has an exhibit of Israel Coins and 
Medals at the Main Chicago Public Library at Randolph and Michigan. This exhibit occupies 
.a large 41" x 56" wall case and is located on the 4th floor in the History and Travel Dept. 

If any INSI members or their friends are in the "Loop", be sure to stop at Chicago's beau¬ 
tiful library and view this very interesting display. INSI members David Silverman and 
Harry Flower are responsible for planning and setting up this exhibition. It will be avail¬ 
able for viewing during the month of March. 

PROGRAM FOR MARCH MEETING: At the time of writing of this Bulletin, plans are being 
made for a speaker in March. We are promised a very interesting and informative subject, 
historical, but tied to numismatics. Please try to attend, and bring a friend. 

President - Mr. Harry Flower 

First Vice President - Dr. Alan Feinberg Second Vice President - Mr. David Silverman 

Secretary - Mrs. Mary Bell Treasurer - Mrs. Lea Levy 

Board Members - Mr. Leo Hecht, Mr. Lou Nagy, Mr. Ben Odesser, Dr. Saul Needleman 














INSI BRIEFS 


The question of the "first" Jewish coin has recently been resolved 
by religious and scientific study. Coins from many ancient lands have been 
in current usage at different periods of Judaean history, some even minted 
in Jerusalem or Caesaraea, but none represents a truly Jewish coin by 
design or authorization. 

Coinage first appeared about 700 BCE and spread rapidly over the 
next 200 years. It is doubtful whether independent coinage appeared in 
Judaea until much later. In 586 the Babylonians destroyed the First Temple 
and led Judaea into captivity. Cyrus, King of Persia, was victorious over 
the Babylonians in 538 and permitted the Return of the Jewish exiles to 
The Land. Persian control remained until Alexander the Great in 332 which 
brought Hellenism to Judaea. With his death in 323, Judaea came under the 
control of the Greek Ptolemaic kingdom of Egypt and finally passed to the 
Greek Seleucids in 198 BCE. Already new powers were rising to challenge 
Seleucid rule: Rome, Armenia and Parthia. To consolidate his hold on 
The Land, Antiochus IV Epiphanes intervened into the internal affairs of 
Judaea, including a ban on Judaism. As a result of these actions, the 
populace revolted under the leadership of Mattathias the Hasmonean of Modi’in 
in 168 BCE. Finally in 138, Antiochus VII Sidetes issued to Simon the decree: 

"I give thee leave to coin money for thy country with thine own stamp." 

Though the Hasmoneans continued to pay tribute to the Seleucids until at least 
129 BCE, an independent Jewish state existed in Judaea from then until the 
Roman conquest. 

Against this background of almost constant subjugation to other lands 
remains the question of the first Jewish coin. A number of shekel types 
have been attributed to Simon. It is now generally agreed that he could not 
have minted coins, having been murdered within three months of the decree. 
The coins thought to be his are now placed in the period of the First Revolt. 
Thus, the first coins of the Hasmonean kingdom are the small bronze lepta 
of John Hyrcanus I. 

There have now been described a series of four coins, mostly 
unique, which derive from the Persian satrapy under Nehemiah, governor 
of Judaea in 444 BCE. These are of 3 basic types: 

1. Falcon with spread wings facing inscription YEHUD 

2. Owl standing with inscription YEHUD or HEZEKIAH 

3. Deity seated on winged wheel holding falcon with inscription 
YEHUD 

These then represent the first coins issued under Jewish authority for use 
by Jews in Judaea. 


Saul B. Needleman 




The thirty-fifth general meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (INSI) will be held 
at the 

ORCHARD CENTER 
8600 Gross Point Road 
Skokie, Illinois 
Wednesday, April 26, 1972 
8:00 P. M. 

RECAP OF MARCH MEETING : Due to the absence of Treasurer Lea Levy, Miss Elka Geller, 
her neighbor and our newest junior member gave her report. We thank Elka for taking over 
her duties at this meeting... President Harry Flower then reminded the membership that some 
have not yet paid their 1972 dues. Invoices will be mailed to the delinquent members with 
this BULLETIN.... Also, that INSI has a large coin and medal display at the Chicago Public 
Library in downtown Chicago.... Then the subject of Judaic or numismatic articles to be in¬ 
cluded in our BULLETIN was mentioned. Members are invited to submit articles, about one 
typed page, and it will be considered for publication.... As an experiment we conducted a 
raffle for the first time. Tickets sold for 25^ each or 5 for $1.00, and the prize was a 10 
pound BU "Mikveh Israel" centenary coin. The sales realized $14. 75 and was added to the 
Club treasury. The lucky winner of this beautiful Israel Commemorative Coin was Mrs. Hyman 
Siegel. Congratulations!.... Mr. Louis Nagy donated coins for door prizes. The winners were 
Stewart Koppel, Henry Jaskiewicz, Harry Flower, Hyman Siegel and Dennis Abeles. 

The highlight of the evening was, of course, our speaker, Mr. Israel Chodosh. Program 
Chairman Saul Needleman introduced Mr. Chodosh, who is associated with the Spertus College 
of Jewish Studies. His talk covered that period of Judaic history from about 500 BCE to 
135 CE and the destruction of the second temple. This historical address was very informa¬ 
tive, and we all enjoyed his presentation. We thank Mr. Chodosh for coming to our meeting 
and addressing our group. 

EXHIBITS : The first exhibitor, Mr. Ben Odesser, displayed and briefly spoke on 5 Judaic 
tokens and a political button of the older stud type. Three of these interesting pieces were 
issued by the Waldheim Cemetery, and the others were Jewish charity tokens. 

Dr. Saul Needleman displayed a frame containing Judaic Boy Scouts of America awards. These 
were the "Aleph Award" for Cub Scouts, the "Ner Tamid Award" for Boy Scouts, and the 
"Shofar Award" for the adult scout leaders. This is probably the first time that these reli¬ 
gious awards for Jewish Boy Scouts and their leaders have been displayed as a group. Con¬ 
gratulations to Dr. Needleman for being the recent recipient of the 1972 Shofar Award! 

The third exhibitor was Mr. Harry Flower. Being Passover season, he exhibited and spoke 
on The Haggadah by Arthur Szyk, published by Massadah and Alumoth, Jerusalem, 1967. 

This beautifully illustrated book (in color) is currently available at most Jewish book stores. 

It contains about 50 of Szyk's colored illustrations in addition to his illuminations of the 
Hebrew text. The second half of The Haggadah is in English and is edited by Cecil Roth. 
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Also Mr. Flower displayed a portfolio of Szyk’s title pages for stamp collections. These 
beautiful colored drawings, 6 1/2x8, were for Israel, Switzerland, U.S. S.R, Poland, 

Canada, Great Britain, United States and China. 

In another exhibit, Mr. Flower displayed the two new Israel Bank Notes. The 5 pound note 
features the portrait of Albert Einstein on the obverse and an atomic reactor building on the 
reverse. The 50 pound note bears the likeness of the late Chaim Weizmann, the first presi¬ 
dent of Israel, on the obverse and the Knesset building on the reverse. These two issues 
were printed in Holland and have a plastic coating intended to prolong their circulation life. 
These complete the "Gimmel" series of four note denominations as the 10 pound and the 100 
pound notes have already been issued. 

MEETING TIME : In the past, INSI meetings have been called to order about 8:30 P.M. 
although the published time has been 8:00 P.M. The reason for this was the late arrival of 
the majority of the members. Some of our members travel a great distance to attend, and 
a late start makes a late adjournment, which makes a late return home for them. This is 
an appeal to the membership to make an effort to arrive early so that we may start the 
meeting at 8:00 P.M. sharp. For those who wish to trade, sell or buy, or just socialize, 
the period before 8:00 P.M. may be used for this purpose in addition to the time after 
adjournment. So, please remember, arrange your timing so that you arrive before 8:00 P. M. , 
and also remember that visitors are always welcome. Bring a friend. 


PROGRAM FOR APRIL: Rabbi David Lincoln of B'Nai Zion Congregation will speak on 
"Archeologic Sites and Hoards". 


FLASH* After this bulletin was typed, information arrived concerning the 
Israel 1972 24th Independence Day Commemorative Coin. A photo and nu¬ 


mismatic information are reproduced 
probably arrive soon; INSI members 
meeting, please come prepared. 



below. Ordering instructions will 
who wish to place orders at the April 

Reverse In the centre, the face value, 10 Israel 
Lirot. The theme of aerospace reappears in the 
cipher 1 which is designed to suggest a rocket 
moving upwards. On the rim, above, the word 
Israel" in Hebrew and English. Israel in Arabic 
appears in the lower rim together with the 
year— 1972, and its equivalent in Hebrew 
letters. 

On the edge, the Hebrew inscription: 

24th year of the State of Israel. 

Designed by Roli. 


Description of the coin 

Obverse On the rim, to the left, the motto of 
the coin in Hebrew "Israel Aviation". In the 
field, the design of an aircraft in motion from 
right to left. The wings and body suggest a 
seven-branched candelabrum. On the rim in 
the centre right, the mint-mark, the Star of 
David. 


Details of the coin 


Face value: IL 10 
Metal: Silver 900 
Diameter: 37 mm 
Weight: 26 gm 
Quantity: 

50,000 BU coins, mint-marked with a tiny Star 
of David. 

15,000 Proof Coins, marked "mem” (nV 


President - Mr. Harry Flower 

First Vice President - Dr. Alan Feinberg Second Vice President - Mr. David Silverman 

Secretary - Mrs. Mary Bell Treasurer - Mrs. Lea Levy 

Board Members - Mr. Leo Hecht, Mr. Lou Nagy, Mr. Ben Odesser, Dr. Saul Needleman 









INSI Briefs 


How Many Shekels to a Talent? 


Oar modern world owes its sixty minute hour and three hundred and sixty degree 
circle to the ancient Babylonian custom of counting in sixties. The Babylonian system 
of weight measures comprising talents, minas and shekels was adopted throughout the 
New East, i. e. , sixty shekels to the mina and sixty minas to the talent (3600 shekels = 

1 talent). However we read in Exodus 38: 25, 26: "And the silver of them that were 
numbered was a hundred talents and a thousand seven hundred and three-score and 
fifteen shekels, a beka a head, that is, half a shekel, for six hundred thousand and 
three thousand and five hundred and fifteen men" - or 3000 shekels to the talent. Des¬ 
pite this apparent historical contradiction, modern archeology has proved the Bible 
was right. 

The old time Canaanites, while enemies of the Israelites, were also in fact kiss¬ 
ing cousins, exchanging not only wives, to the prophets dismay, but also language and 
alphabet, to the archeologists' delight. The city of Ugarit in Canaan has been thorough¬ 
ly studied with results of incredible relevance to Biblical literature, Jewish laws 
(kashruth for example) and, more pertinent to this paper, weights and measures. Lo, 
their talent did comprise 3000 shekels ! Further, we know the early Greeks got their 
weights from the Canaanites (early Phoenicians). The Greeks used a smaller weight, 
the drachm and reckoned it at 6000 to the talent. The drachm therefore was equal to 
the beka, or the half-shekel. Score two for the Bible! 

Foreign exchange in those times had the familiar complications caused by sovereign 
states assigning varying silver quantities to their various basic units. Thus, the Ugarit 
shekel weighed 9.4 grams, while the Israelite shekel weighed 11.4 grams. The Egyp¬ 
tians weighed in with a unit of 8. 8 grams while still keeping the same 3000 units to the 
talent. Today, we have similar problems with Troy and Avoirdupois ounces and pounds, 
American and British tons and gallons, American and Canadian dollars, etc. 

If we advance now more than a thousand years from Canaanite times to the more 
familiar first century C. E. , we find the only coins we know of actually stamped as 
shekel's. These were issued during the First Jewish-Roman War of 66-70 and we learn 
the shekel now equaled about 14 grams. During the second Jewish-Roman War, Simon 
Bar Kochba took Roman tetradrachms of similar weight, 14 grams and stamped them 
as Jewish shekels. He also took over the Roman denarius of about 3. 3 grams and called 
them quarter-shekels. 

The record today is clear that originally in Babylon, the talent did equal 3600 
shekels, but along the Mediterranean Coast, it came to 3000 shekels. When the Israel¬ 
ites developed the beka, or half shekel, of 100 to the mina, they had what was perhaps 
the world's first decimal system of coinage. This idea of decimal equations may in 
fact be the raison d'etre for the 3000 shekel system in the first place. 

That the old belief in the ratio of 3600 shekels to the talent does nevertheless still 
persist today even among experts is demonstrated by an article in the Journal of Israel 
Numismatics (Vol. 1, no. 5) in which this statement appears. Perhaps it behooves numi- 
statists in the field of ancient coins to read biblical archeology! 


Joseph Sporn 






The thirty-sixth general meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (INSI) will be held 
at the 

ORCHARD CENTER 
8600 Gross Point Road 
Skokie, Illinois 
Wednesday, May 24, 1972 
8:00 P.M. 

RECAP OF APRIL MEETING: After President Harry Flower called the meeting to order, 

Mrs. Mary Bell gave the treasurers report.. . . Mr. Flower then distributed the Pidyon Haben 
Coins to those who had placed orders.... Mrs. Bell was kept busy accepting orders for the 
1972 Israel Independence Day Commemorative Coin. As illustrated in our April BULLETIN, 
this issue is devoted to Israel Aviation.... Also offered for sale was a set of the Fourth Issue 
(1958-1960) Israel Bank notes in a handsome wallet, with historic and numismatic information. 
This set of currency is the f/&, 1, 5, 10 and 50 Israeli pound notes and is in crisp, uncircu¬ 
lated condition. This money is gradually being withdrawn from circulation, being replaced by 
the Fifth Issue. If the ordered material arrives in time, distribution will be made at the May 
meeting. ... Attention was called to the stack of COIN WORLD papers on the speakers table. 
This paper, which has the greatest circulation of any numismatic publication in the world, 
published an article about your INSI in the April 5, 1972 issue, and sent us a supply. These 
were distributed to the members, and we thank COIN WORLD for sending them to us.... An 
auction list, featuring a large selection of Israeli and Judaic numismatic items, was distrib¬ 
uted to interested members. Members that are interested may write to ESS, Suite 610, 

2000 -L Street, N. W. , Washington, D. C., 20036, and they will be placed on the mailing list 
for future auctions. . .. Dr. Needleman gave a progress report on the "INSI Award Medallion 
Project." He and Dr. Feinberg are working on this so that we may have presentation awards 
for our guest speakers. . . . Mr. Flower then read a letter from Mr. Rafael Aldor, Director 
of the New York Office of the Israel Government Coins and Medals Department. He spoke 
of the Israel Fair sponsored by the Zionist Organization of Chicago to be held this June and 
said that he would like the INSI to sell Israel Coins and Medals at this event. As Mr. Ned 
Fishkin is already involved in this event and is to attend a meeting of their group, he will 
report back to us. A decision as to whether INSI will be able to participate will be made 
at a later meeting. . . . Door prizes were donated by Mr. Lou Nagy and Mr. Abe DeKoven. 

The lucky winners were Dr. Morris Goldberg, Steve Braun, Dr. Alan Feinberg, Mr. Joseph 

Sporn and Mr. Robert Leonard_Dr. Needleman then introduced the speaker of the evening, 

Rabbi David Lincoln of B*NAI ZION CONGREGATION, 6759 N. Greenview, Chicago. Rabbi 
Lincoln is a very interesting and dynamic speaker. His talk on "Holy Land Archeology and 
Exploration" was fascinating, and we all enjoyed and benefited from his presentation. We 
sincerely thank him and hope that he will speak again to our group in the near future. 

EXHIBITS : The first exhibitor was Mr. Stewart Koppel, who displayed one of the latest and 
hard-to-get philatelic -numismatic covers issued by the 99 Company. This cover featured the 
1972 Pidyon HaBen Coin and Israel Stamp, postmarked on first day of issue. 
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The next exhibitor. Dr. Morris Goldberg, displayed and spoke on an unusual piece of Judaica, 
an old inkwell that had been used by scribes. It was made from wood, egg-shaped, and 
lettered on the outside was the word JERUSALEM in English and in Hebrew. The upper part 
was threaded, and when removed, revealed a glass container for the ink. 

Mrs. Peggie Goldsmith then spoke on her display of a portfolio of Szyk prints. This set of 
beautiful paintings by the famous Jewish artist, Arthur Szyk, were all of Jewish Holidays. 
These created considerable interest among our members, and by the way, are getting hard to 
obtain. 

The last exhibitor was Mr. Harry Flower. His exhibit consisted of a large number of silver 
and bronze medals produced by the French Mint in Paris, all of them of Judaic interest. 

These medals are currently available, and if interested, you may write to Administration des 
Monnaies et Medailles, 11 Quai de Conti, Paris 6, France. 

PROGRAM FOR MAY MEETING: Program Chairman, Dr. Saul Needleman, has arranged 

for movies for the May meeting. Sound films in color, Book and the Idol and Within the 
Circle will be shown. We promise you a very interesting evening, and of course, any 
friends that you bring will be welcome. 

PROGRAM FOR JUNE MEETING: Another of our popular donated auctions is scheduled for 
the June meeting. Please think ahead, and put aside special articles for this sale. Bear 
in mind that these donations should be of excellent quality; this is a fund-raising event for 
your INSI. 

NEW INSI MEMBER: A new member has joined our ranks at the last meeting. We welcome 
Mr. Leo Braun of Skokie. We hope that he attends our meetings and enjoys Judaic numis¬ 
matics with his fellow INSI members. 


Fourth issue 1958-1960 



i, 1 Lira; 5, 10, 50 Lirot. 

CRISP, UNCIRCULATED 2,500 sets only 


President - Mr. Harry Flower 

First Vice President - Dr. Alan Feinberg Second Vice President - Mr. David Silverman 

Secretary - Mrs. Mary Bell Treasurer - Mrs. Lea Levy 

Board Members - Mr. Leo Hecht, Mr. Lou Nagy, Mr. Ben Odesser, Dr. Saul Needleman 








INSI BRIEFS 


MEDAL COMMEMORATING THE TERCENTENARY OF THE 
RESETTLEMENT OF THE JEWS IN GREAT BRITAIN 



This medal was issued in 1956 to commemorate the 300th Anniversary of the Resettlement 
of the Jews in Great Britain. After they were expelled in 1290, the Jews were allowed to 
return in 1656. In 1956, three hundred years later, in commemoration of this event a 
celebration was held in England. This celebration was sponsored by "The Council for the 
Tercentenary of the Resettlement of the Jews in the British Isles". In addition to other 
events, this council authorized the issuance of the above commemorative medal. 

This important historical medal was designed by the world renowned artist and medallist, 
Paul Vincze of London, England. It was struck in two sizes and in three metals: bronze 
(1 1/2" and 2 lA"), silver (1 1/2" and 2 lA") and also 25 specimens in 9 carat gold (1 l/2" 
and 2 lA”), 50 specimens in 18 carat gold (1 1/2" and 2 lA") and finally, 25 specimens in 
22 carat gold (1 l/2" and 2 lA"). Each of the gold medals are numbered and hallmarked. 

The obverse of the medal bears a menorah between the portraits of Oliver Cromwell, who 
was Lord Protector of the Commonwealth at that time, and Rabbi Menasseh ben Israel of 
Amsterdam, through whose efforts the Jews were again admitted into Great Britain. The 
small oval design above the two portraits is a reproduction of the seal of the first Jewish 
Community in the new Resettlement. 

Circled completely around the reverse is the inscription "RESETTLEMENT OF THE JEWS 
IN GT. BRITAIN *300th ANNIVERSARY*". Featured in the center is a female allegorical 
figure holding a scroll, bearing the dates "1656 1956", separated by a Star of David. A 

plaque bearing a Hebrew inscription "so that your tent will be safe" is on the right. This 
quotation from the Bible was chosen by the first Jewish Community of the Resettlement, 
because Oliver Cromwell had promised them safety. 


Harry Flower 
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The thirty-seventh general meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (INSI) will be 


held at the 


ORCHARD CENTER 
8600 Gross Point Road 
Skokie, Illinois 
Wednesday, June 28, 1972 
8:00 P.M. 


FLASH*****SPECIAL EVENT*****FLASH 


Dp_N_A T_E_D_ AUC_TION AT THIS MEETING 
BRING YOUR DONATIONS 
COME PJLEPARJED TO MAKE PURCHASES 

FLASH*****SPECIAL EVENT*****FLASH 

RECAP OF MAY MEETING: President Harry Flower opened the meeting by requesting the 
financial report from Treasurer Lea Levy..... Secretary Mary Bell announced that the 1972 
Independence Day Coins had been ordered but had not arrived. They will probably arrive in 
time for distribution at the June meeting.The n Golda Meir" medal produced by the Lom¬ 

bardo Mint, P.O. Box 203, Sherbrooke, Quebec, Canada was displayed. The special offer to 
INSI members was explained, but sufficient orders could not be obtained as many members had 
previously purchased this medal. If an order for 10 or more pieces can be made, it will be 
taken at the June meeting..... Next discussed was THE ISRAEL FAIR, to be held on June 17, 
18 and 19 at the Bernard Horwich J. C. C. , 3003 W. Touhy Avenue, Chicago. Your INSI was 
invited to participate by the Israel Government Coins and Medals Corp. We will manage and 
operate the Coins and Medals Booth for the Israel Government. Dr. Saul Needle man and 
Dr. Alan Feinberg will be INSI Chairmen for this important event. This Bulletin is being 
written before the Fair, but you will receive it after the Fair is over. A report will be 

given in the next issue.Mr. Flower informed the membership of the illness of popular 

Board member Ben Odesser. Ben is a patient at the Bethany Methodist Hospital, 5025 N. 
Paulina Ave. , Chicago, 60640. We all wish him a speedy recovery so that he may rejoin 

his family and our group.The door prizes, donated by Mr. Lou Nagy, were won by 

Mrs. Melvin Greenstein, Mrs. Mary Bell, Mr. Ned Fishkin and Dr. Saul Needleman..... 

The program for the evening was two movies. These were Book and the Idol and Within 
the Circle , both color and sound. These were very interesting and were enjoyed by the 
membership. We thank Program Chairman Dr. Saul Needleman for making these available 
and Dr. Alan Feinberg for acting as projectionist. 


EXHIBITS : The first exhibitor, Mr. Stewart Koppel, displayed and spoke on the latest 
Philatelic-Numismatic Combination (PNC) Covers of Judaic Interest. This set of 3 covers 
features the 1972 Israel trade coins and the commemorative stamps of the Israel Landscape 
Series. They are post-marked "March 1, 1972, Tel Aviv-Yafo", which was the first day 
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the coins were released. These covers were produced by the 99 Company, Box 99, Capis¬ 
trano, California, 92624, with the cooperation of the Israel Government Coins and Medals 
Corporation. PNC collecting has become quite popular as more collectors and more firms 
are getting into this field. 

Dr. Alan Feinberg displayed a collection of Crusader coins. This historical and interesting 
group of Medieval period coins are quite scarce and played an important part in the history 
of the Holy Land. They cover the period from circa 1200 to 1300 A. D. Dr. Feinberg also 
had 3 coins issued by the Litmannstadt Concentration Camp. These were 5 mark (22 mm.), 

10 mark (28 mm.) and 20 mark (32 mm.). They were all dated 1943 and were made from 
scrap metal, aluminum and magnesium. 

The third exhibitor, Mr. Harry Flower, displayed and spoke on a new book, The Tree of 
Light by L. Yarden. Released in 1971, the book is "A Study of the Menorah". It is 
beautifully illustrated and is based on extensive historical research and archaeological 
evidence. It contains 162 pages, including 230 illustrations. In keeping with the theme, 
he also displayed a small menorah made in Israel, a State of Israel Coat of Arms plaque, 

an Israel Government Coins and Medals Corp. emblem, etc.Mr. Flower also exhibited 

the latest acquisition, a "Qatamon-Jerusalem Medal of Merit". This important historical 
medal was awarded by the Government of Israel to about 60 to 70 survivors who took part in 
the conquest of Qatamon (a suburb of Jerusalem) that took place May 1, 1948. The story of 
this issue has been published by Aaron H. Talil in World Coins, July 1970, page 160 and by 
Sylvia Haffner in The Shekel, Spring 1972, page 15. 

While on the subject of exhibits, please remember that any INSI member may bring, display 
and briefly talk about his Judaic or numismatic item. Please do not feel that your possession 
is inadequate for display; bring something and tell us about it. Remember, displays are an 
important part of any coin club meeting. 

INSI BRIEFS: With the last few issues your INSI BULLETIN was accompanied by INSI 
BRIEFS, short articles pertaining to Judaic numismatics. This is an appeal to INSI members 
to write one page articles on any phase of Judaic or Israeli numismatics. If you have an 
interesting coin or medal or a Judaic item, why not do some research and produce an article. 
You may be surprised at your writing ability, and the effort will be rewarding. Try it. 

Turn in an article! 

IN MEMORIAM : We sadly announce the passing of Mrs. Cecile Feinberg, mother of Dr. Alan 
Feinberg. The INSI membership extends its deepest sympathy to the bereaved family. 

DONATED AUCTION : Auction time is here again. As most of you know, this will be an 
evening of fun, fellowship and profit for your INSI. Please bring your donations and remember, 
come prepared to make purchases. If unable to attend, send your donation with a friend or 
mail to the ORCHARD CENTER. Of course — visitors are welcome. 


President - Mr. Harry Flower 

First Vice President - Dr. Alan Feinberg Second Vice President - Mr. David Silverman 

Secretary - Mrs. Mary Bell Treasurer - Mrs. Lea Levy 

Board Members - Mr. Leo Hecht, Mr. Lou Nagy, Mr. Ben Odesser, Dr. Saul Needleman 









INSI BRIEFS 


SOUTH CAROLINA - BERNARD BARUCH 
PRESIDENTIAL ART MEDAL 



This medal was issued in June 1970 as the 34th of a series of Statehood Medals. It was de¬ 
signed by Ralph J. Menconi of Pleasantville, New York, issued by Presidential Art Medals, 

Inc. of Englewood, Ohio, and struck by Medallic Art Co. of New York. Each medal measures 
1 1/4 inch in diameter; 25 were struck in platinum, 7500 in silver and an unlimited number in 
bronze. 

The obverse of the South Carolina Statehood Medal features the portrait of Baruch, represent¬ 
ing this state; his name "Bernard M. Baruch" CURVED AROUND. In the field to the left in 
two lines , "SOUTH/CAROLINA". The reverse bears the reproduction of the Great Seal of 
the State of South Carolina. 

Bernard Baruch, famous American financier, philanthropist and presidential advisor was born 
at Camden, South Carolina on August 19, 1870. After finishing college, he married, purchased 
a seat on the New York Stock Exchange, and later opened his own brokerage firm, becoming a 
millionaire before he was thirty. 

A lifelong Democrat, Baruch became a supporter of Woodrow Wilson in 1912, and soon entered 
the President’s inner circle as an advisor, a role he was to play for presidents of both parties 
for the remainder of hi<s life. He was named a member of the Advisory Committee for the 
Council of National Defense in 1916, was Chairman of the War Industries Board in 1918, and 
was sent to the Versailles Peace Conference as Wilson’s advisor and a member of the Supreme 
Economic Council. 

In the following years Baruch continued to serve as advisor to three Republican presidents that 
succeeded Wilson. In 1925 he pledged $1. 5 million to underwrite farmers of South Carolina 
that had been wiped out by the boll weevil, one of his many ventures to help others. In 1932 
Baruch declined the second offer to head the Treasury Department. In 1942 he was named to 
a committee under the Office of War Mobilization to deal with the rubber problem. Following 
World War n Baruch was named by President Truman to the Atomic Energy Commission of 
the United Nations. 

Baruch continued his unofficial duties as presidential advisor until the time of his death in 
New York City on June 20, 1965. Among his many philanthropies was a $1. 1 million gift to 
three medical schools for research and a million dollars for war relief in 1942. Records show 
that he gave away most of his huge fortune. The honors bestowed upon him are too numerous 
to record here. 

Harry Flower 


Please credit INSI BULLETIN and AUTHOR for reproduction of this material. 
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The thirty-eighth general meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (INSI) will be 
held at the 

ORCHARD CENTER 
8600 Gross Point Road 
Skokie, Illinois^ 

Wednesday, July 28, .1972 
8:00 P. M. 


RECAP OF JUNE MEETING : President Harry Flower opened the meeting by requesting 
Treasurer Lea Levy for her report. ... Then Secretary Mary Bell distributed the new 1972 
"Israel Aviation", the ten pound,24th Independence Day Commemorative Coin to those who had 

placed orders. Those who were absent may obtain their coins at the July meeting-Mr. 

Flower then read a letter from Mr. Milton Fishgold of the Israel Coin Club of Los Angeles 
in which he sent a PNC cover commemorating the 5th Anniversary of their INS. We thank him 
for his gift. These are available from Mr. Fishgold, P.O. Box 3845, Van Nuys, California, 
91407, for the special price of $3.50 instead of the usual price $5. 00.... Next , a letter from 
Board Member Ben Odesser was read. Ben thanked the INSI for the "trees planted in Israel" 
in behalf of his good health and also for the many cards and phone calls. We all wish him 
continued improvement and hope that he will be with us at the next meeting. .. . Dr. Feinberg 
and Dr. Needleman then gave a report on the ISRAEL FAIR of the Chicago Zionist Federation 
held at the Horwich J. C. C. on June 17, 18, and 19. They were the chairmen of your INSI 
that represented the Israel Government Coins and Medals Corp. at this event. Also assisting 
at our table were the following: Mrs. Feinberg, Mrs. Needleman, Mrs. Bell, Mrs. Levy, 

Mr. and Mrs. Goldsmith, Mr. and Mrs. Kaplan, Jeffery Lillian and his two friends, 

Mr. Sporin and Michael, Robert Greenstein and Harry Flower. Thanks are due to the above 

people for their participation, but special gratitude is due Drs. Feinberg and Needleman. 

Most of this meeting was devoted to our Donated Auction. Dr. Feinberg introduced Mr. Louis 

Goldstein, who was our auctioneer. Lou performed magnificently - making this event a very 

interesting one - and adding to our treasury the sum of $69. 06. Although he is not a mem¬ 

ber of INSI, Mr. Goldstein devoted an evening to our Club. We sincerely thank him and deeply 
appreciate his efforts. He is most welcome to attend any of our future meetings. 

5th ANNUAL ISRAEL TRIP : The next AINA trip to Israel has been announced, from March 1 
to March 15, 1973. Please keep this date in mind if you are planning a trip for next year, 
the 25th Anniversary of the State of Israel. 

INSI in "COIN WORLD" : Again, an article about your INSI is in COIN WORLD , the world’s 
greatest numismatic publication (see page 11 of the July 12, 1972 issue). A supply of this 
issue was sent to us by the publishers, and these will be distributed free of charge at the 
July meeting. 

EXHIBITS : Although there were no exhibits at the June meeting (auction night), we would 
like some interesting displays and short talks at the July meeting. Please help to improve 
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our evening by displaying something and telling the membership about it. Remember, par¬ 
ticipation by displaying is rewarding to you and educational to the others. 

PROGRAM FOR JULY MEETING: Program Chairman Saul Needleman has designated the 
July meeting as "Family Night". At this meeting it is requested that members attend with 
their families; and of course, any interested friends. There will be refreshments for both the 
children and adults. 

The program will be a talk and slide presentation by our own board member Louis Nagy. 

Mr. Nagy has just returned from the Summer Seminar of the American Numismatic Association 
that was held at Colorado College in Colorado Springs. His course was "Counterfeit and Al¬ 
tered Coin Detection". The highlights of this will be discussed. In addition, he will tell us 
and show slides on the gold mine visit and the U. S. Mint visit at Denver. This program 
should be most interesting and informative. Every member should attend. 

We would like to repeat, at the Family Night July Meeting, in addition to Mr. Nagy’s program, 
there will be Coin and Judaica exhibits, door prizes, a mini raffle, and refreshments. Please 
try to arrive by 7:30 P. M. so as to allow time for "getting acquainted" socializing before the 
meeting. Remember,bring a friend and enjoy an evening in our air-conditioned meeting room. 


President - Mr. Harry Flower 

First Vice President - Dr. Alan Feinberg Second Vice President - Mr. David Silverman 

Secretary - Mrs. Mary Bell Treasurer - Mrs. Lea Levy 

Board Members - Mr. Leo Hecht, Mr. Lou Nagy, Mr. Ben Odesser, Dr. Saul Needleman 



INSI Briefs - The Maduro Family and Their Tokens 

Jews first settled in Spain prior to the 4th century C.E. Tolera¬ 
tion (or lack of it) was the same there as elsewhere in the Roman world, 
until a wave of forced conversion to Christianity swept Europe in the 7th 
century. This reached its height under the Visigothic kings of Spain, 
who for a time banned Judaism completely. But after the Arab conquest 
all restrictions on the Jews were removed and a great revival followed. 
Many Jews reached high places in the administration, both in the Moorish 
states and their Christian neighbors, who copied their toleration. 

A Christian reaction occurred in the 14th century, however, and 
though the condition of the Jews was better in Spain than in northern 
Europe, it finally deteriorated there also. Massacres occurred in 1391 
and 1411. Many Jews sought refuge in baptism; those who did were called 
marranos (swine). By the mid-15th century there were over 100,000 of 
them, and their secret practice of Judaism made them a compact society. 

In spite of discrimination the marranos became wealthy and rose to high 
positions in the state, the royal court, and the church hierarchy, even 
intermarrying with the noblest families of Spain. 

But another downfall was to take place. In 1480 the Inquisition was 
introduced in Spain. Over 300 marranos were burned at the stake that 
year, and the number of victims reached the tens of thousands. Then in 
1492 an edict expelled all Jews from Spain. To escape this fate many 
more Jews became marranos, but most went into exile, mainly to Portugal. 
Among those who fled at this time were members of the Maduro family, who 
traced their descent back to Samuel Levi, Treasurer of King Peter of Ara¬ 
gon and builder of a handsome synagogue in Toledo, still standing today. 
But Portugal soon copied both the Inquisition and the edict of expulsion. 
One of those later burned for secretly practicing Judaism was Antonio 
Roiz o Maduro. 

His widow and daughter fled to Amsterdam, where the daughter married 
Moses Levy in 1619. A son of this marriage, Salomon Levy Maduro (as the 
family now styled itself), became a surgeon in Amsterdam, and one of his 
sons, Moses Levy Maduro, emigrated to Curacao in 1672. 

Curacao, captured by the Butch in 1634, became a haven for marranos 
and Jews very early because of the religious freedom it allowed. Since 
the 1650s it has had a continuous Jewish community and boasts the oldest 
surviving synagogue in the Western Hemisphere. The Maduro family pros¬ 
pered there, forming a business which came to be known (about 1900) as 
S.E.L. Maduro & Sons. They acquired the water system for the island in 
1902 and also the electric power plant. They aided the development of 
Willemstad’s harbor and became agents for coal, and later for oil, to 
fuel the ships which came there. Other branches of the family joined to 
form the island’s leading bank. And when one member of the family was 
killed by the Nazis in World War II, his parents built Madurodam, a min¬ 
iature city near The Hague, Holland, as a living memorial; it has become 
a major tourist attraction. 

S.E.L. Maduro & Sons used tokens in their coal agency business. 

Coal was then loaded on ships by hand, one basket at a time. Each labor¬ 
er would be given a token as he returned from the ship with his empty 
basket; they were redeemed later. The Maduro tallies are simply the 
nickel-alloy stuiver tokens of the other three Willemstad coal companies— 
Jesurun & Co., J.J. Naftr, and Leyba & Co. (issued about 1880)—counter- 
stamped with a C (Scholten 1408 b, 1409 b, and 1410 b). They are the 
only Jewish tokens of Curacao, and probably of the West Indies as well. 

Robert Leonard 
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RECAP OF THE JULY MEETING : President Harry Flower opened the meeting, and Mrs. Lea 
Levy gave the Treasurer’s report.... The "Israel Aviation" Commemorative Coins were then 
distributed. Some members who had placed orders were absent. Will those absentees please 
attend the August meeting or make arrangements to obtain their coins? As the second INSI 
check for these coins was returned (coins no longer available). Secretary Mary Bell prepared 
refund checks for those who had placed late orders. 

As this was "Family Night", the attendance was larger than usual. Our visitors, of course, 
are eligible for the door prize drawings. There were 9 prizes donated by Mr. Nagy and 
Mr. Flower. The lucky winners were Mr. Hyman Siegel, Mr. Robert Greenstein, Mr. Mark 
Bisk, Mr. Ben Odesser, Mrs. Siegel, Mrs. Needleman, Mr. Michael Spom, Mr. David 
Gordon and Mr. Robert Leonard. 

The "highlight" of the evening was the speaker, our own INSI member, Mr. Louis Nagy. As 
previously reported, Mr. Nagy attended the Summer Seminar of the American Numismatic 
Association at the National Headquarters at Colorado Springs, Colorado. His course was on 
"Counterfeit and Altered Coins". Mr. Nagy spoke to us on this subject and also relating the 
laws covering counterfeiting and reproduction of ancient coins. His talk was both interesting 
and informative, and we thank him for his discussion on this phase of numismatics. 

At the conclusion of the talk and the "question and answer" session, the meeting was adjourned, 
and members and guests enjoyed a social period and refreshments. Coffee and soft drinks 
were served with cake, cookies and mandelbread (Sylvia Odesser’s specialty). We thank Mrs. 
Mary Bell, Mrs. Lea Levy and Mrs. Sylvia Odesser for being our hostesses for the evening. 

EXHIBITS : Mr. Robert Leonard exhibited and spoke on two coins from the ancient Kingdom 
of Nabatene (Nabataea). The Nabataeans were an ancient Arab people who came under Aramaic 
influence. Their kingdom, whose settlements were between Syria and Arabia from the Euphra¬ 
tes to the Red Sea, flourished from about 71 to 106 C.E. Aramaic became the language of 
their coins and inscriptions when the tribe grew into a kingdom. Although the Nabataean king¬ 
dom is considered of secondary importance, it is discussed several times in the "Historical 
Background" section in Ya’akov Meshorer’s book, Jewish Coins of the Second Temple Period. 
Tel-Aviv, 1967. Along with the coins was exhibited a Bible with a map showing this ancient 
land.... Bob also displayed 5 aluminum tokens that were issued by the Temple of Jerusalem, 
a Masonic Temple in New Orleans, La. 
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Dr. Alan Feinberg exhibited and briefly spoke on a book, A Handy Guide to Jewish Coins , 
by Rev. E. Rogers, London, 1914. This book is an important reference to the student and 
collector of ancient Jewish coins. In addition to 2 pages of Hebrew and Greek alphabets, there 
are 9 pages of beautiful plates of coins. Dr. Feinberg also exhibited several ancient Greek 
coins. These were the Greek tetradrams of Attica, one a genuine coin and one a counterfeit. 
These coins are a part of Jewish numismatics since they were circulated in the Holy Land in 
ancient times. He also displayed other ancient and modern foreign counterfeit coins. 

Mr. Harry Flower exhibited a collection of presentation medals of the Masonic Lodges of 
Israel. These medals, all looped or ringed for suspension, were of various sizes, designs, 
colors, shapes, composition, etc. There were 65 different pieces in this group, probably one 
of the largest collections of this category in the U. S.In keeping with the theme of the eve¬ 

ning, Mr. Flower also displayed a collection of counterfeit coins, along with their genuine 
counterpart. There were also several replicas of "shekels". 

INSI in "COIN WORLD" : Again, the activities of your INSI are in COIN WORLD, page 44 of 
the August 9, 1972 issue. Also, again, we were sent a supply of these papers which will be 
distributed free of charge at the next meeting. We thank COIN WORLD , the world's greatest 
numismatic publication, for their continued interest. 

NEW MEMBERS : Two new members have enrolled as INSI'ers. We welcome Mr. Meyer 
Sheinseld of Chicago and Dr. Aubrey Joffe of Tel Aviv. Dr. Joffe is internationally known in 
Israel numismatic circles, and it is an honor to have him as one of our members. We are 
looking forward to his attendance during one of his frequent visits to the U. S. As Mr. Sheinseld 
is practically"a neighbor", we will probably see him frequently at our meetings and hope that he 
participates and enjoys Judaic Numismatics with the other members. 

A. I. N. A. TRIP TO ISRAEL: This is a reminder of the 5th Annual Trip to Israel, March 1 to 
15, 1973. Brochures are available at the speaker’s table. If interested and unable to attend, 
write to our Box No., and one will be mailed to you. 

FOURTH ISSUE OF 6-DAY WAR MEDAL SERIES : We received word from Mr. Avraham Lerner, 
P. O. Box G, Denville, New Jersey, 07834 of the 4th issue of his Six-Day War series of medals. 
These popular, privately issued medals are 29 mm., in copper, regularly priced at $3.00 each, 
but INSI members are allowed a discount. If interested, be prepared to place your order at 
the August meeting. 

PROGRAM FOR AUGUST MEETING : Program Chairman Saul Needleman has arranged with 
Dr. Feinberg for two movies. At this writing the titles are not known, but they will be of an 
Israeli nature. Again, this meeting will be a "Family Night". Please feel free to bring the 
kids, invite your relatives, and anyone else that is interested. There will be refreshments 
for all. There will also be displays and short talks on historical and numismatic items, fea¬ 
turing "Judaea Capta" material. Any member or guest is most welcome to display and talk 
about their related item. Come prepared for an enjoyable evening in our air-conditioned meet¬ 
ing room. 


President - Mr. Harry Flower 

First Vice President - Dr. Alan Feinberg Second Vice President - Mr. David Silverman 

Secretary - Mrs. Mary Bell Treasurer - Mrs. Lea Levy 

Board Members - Mr. Leo Hecht, Mr. Lou Nagy, Mr. Ben Odesser, Dr. Saul Needleman 
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COINS RELATED TO THE CONQUEST OF JUDAEA AND JERUSALEM 
Saul B. Needleman 

In a numismatic sense the term Judaea Capta refers to those coins minted by the Romans about 
70-80 C. E. in Rome, Jerusalem or Caesaraea to mark the victory of Roman legions in sup¬ 
pressing the revolt of the Jews against interference in their internal and religious affairs. But, 
during the centuries of stormy Judaean history, Jerusalem charged hands with alarming regu¬ 
larity. And it came to pass that a wide variety of coins exist which in one way or another give 
reference to the capture, occupation or destruction of Jerusalem as the religio-political capital 
of the Jews. 

On the eve of his battle (332 B. C. E.) with Judaea, Alexander dreamed that God’s messengers 
would appear before him at the Holy City. Hoping to avoid needless and wanton destruction of 
Jerusalem, the Elders of the City, garbed in their flowing robes and holding their scrolls high, 
came out before the legions of Alexander offering God’s word and peace in exchange for Jeru¬ 
salem. The dream fulfilled — and Jerusalem remained untouched. 

AR Tetradrachm. Struck at Aradus. Ob. Alexander as 
Heracles right. Rx. Zeus seated left, holding eagle and 
scepter. In the field left, a palm tree, symbol of Judaea. 

After Alexander's death in 323 B. C.E., a struggle for power broke out between Ptolemy and 
Seleucus, his leading generals. Judaea became the center of controversy in which authority over 
the land shifted between Ptolemaic Egypt, Seleucid Syria and the Judaeans. A coin, the first 
minted in Jerusalem, marks Seleucid rule over The Land. 

AE 15. Antiochus VII, Sidetes. Ob. Lily. Rx. Anchor. 

Under the Hashmonean Maccabees, the hellenistic rule was broken, and the independent state was 
created. Periods of relative peace were interspersed with incursions of increasing frequency 
and violence as the Romans solidified their lines of communication on the way to Parthia and 
Armenia in the East. 

AR. A. Plautius (54 B. C. E.). Ob. Turreted head of 
Cybele right. Rx. Bacchius kneeling right beside camel. 

Bacchius in exergue and Judaea on the right. 

Herodian rule over Judaea was confirmed by Augustus Caesar, but only with the deposition of 
Herod Archelaus in 6 C.E. did the Romans gain absolute control over The Land for the first 
time. Augustus appointed Coponius first of 14 Procurators under the Governor of Coele-Syria. 

The small bronze dilepta of the Procurators mark a period of direct occupation of Judaea by a 
foreign power. These coins show little variety and are generally of low quality. Their signifi¬ 
cance lies in the fact that they were not struck under the authority of the Senate but rather with 
consent of the Emperor who scrupulously avoided imposing his religious cult on the people. Only 
inanimate objects, those which could not be offensive to the religious feelings of the Jews, appear 
on these coins. Most frequently one sees the palm tree or branch, a wreath, diota (vase) and 
the cornucopiaea. Coinage can be attributed only to 6 Procurators over 60 years of occupation. 


(Continued next month) 


Please credit INSI BULLETIN and author for reproduction of this material. 
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Box 2095, Oak Park, Illinois, 60303 


The fortieth general meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (INSI) will be held 
at the 

ORCHARD CENTER 
8600 Gross Point Road 
Skokie, Illinois 

Wednesday, September 27, 1972 
8:00 P. M. 


RECAP OF AUGUST MEETING : As this was a vacation month and a day of rain, our attendance 
was small; only 26 members and guests were present. The meeting was veiy interesting and 
was enjoyed by those present.. . .Orders will again be taken for the LERNER 6-Day War medal. 
If you were absent at the last meeting, you may place your order at this time... . Some of our 
members attended the ANA Convention in New Orleans. Among these were Mr. Louis Nagy, 

Mr. Stewart Koppel and Mr. Ben Odesser. At an "ad hoc" meeting of Israeli numismatists 
at the convention, Mr. Koppel obtained and is passing on to us the following information: 

1. The 1973 Israel Government Coins and Medals Corporation New Year’s token will 
feature the Israeli NAVY. As in the past each member will receive one of these 
free. 

2. The 1973 Pidyon HaBen Coins will have new designs on both sides. Mintage and 
prices to be released at a later date. 

3. A new Chanuka Coin, 5 pounds, is to be issued. (This is a continuation of the old 
1 pound series.) These will be silver .800 fine, 34mm. in diameter. The design 
will feature a Russian Chanuka lamp. 

4. A bronze and a silver 25th Anniversary Medal to be issued in January. One side 
will feature the 25th Anniversary Emblem (see illustration) and the other 
side a reproduction of the Zodiac from Mosaic floor of Beth-Alpha Syna¬ 
gogue. Sizes and prices are not finalized at this time. 

5. The coins of the 1973 Mint-marked Specimen Sets will all be silver- 

colored. There will not be brass 5, 10 and 25 agorot pieces as 
before. More details later. 

6. The 25th Anniversary Independence Day Commemorative Coin will be the same size 
and price as last year. Obverse - the denomination, 10 pounds; the reverse - re¬ 
production of Israel’s Proclamation of Independence. 

7. And finally - a set of 3 gold coins - 50, 100 and 200 pounds. These will be issued 
in April 1973. The design, mintage and price to be determined at a later date. 

(At the time of this writing, U. S. citizens cannot legally own these coins.) 

Mr. Ben Odesser spoke to the membership about a very interesting booklet, A Jewish Tourist’s 
Guide to the Caribbean by Bernard Postal and Malcolm H. Stem, published by American Air¬ 
lines. After the historical introduction it is divided into two sections: "Islands with Pres¬ 
ent- Day Jewish Communities: Aruba, Bahamas, Barbados, Cuba, Curacao, Dominican Re¬ 
public, Jamaica, Puerto Rico and U. S. Virgin Islands; and "Islands of Jewish Historical 
Interest": Bermuda, Guadeloupe and Martinique, Haiti, Nevis, St. Maarten, St. Eustatius 
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and Trinidad and Tobago. Best of all this 64 page illustrated "Judaic History of the Carib¬ 
bean" may be obtained free by sending a card or calling American Airlines Sales Office, 

10 S. LaSalle Street, Chicago, Illinois, 60603. 

The program of the evening was two colored movies, SHALOM OF SAFED and STORY OF 
THE JEWISH PEOPLE. These were very excellent films and all present enjoyed them. We 
thank Dr. Feinberg for obtaining and showing them at our meeting. 

EXHIBITS : Mr. Robert Leonard, the first exhibitor, displayed a U. S. 1944 counterfeit nickel. 
In his talk Mr. Leonard brought out the fact that there was no mint mark on this; 100,000 
were struck on authentic nickel planchets. This counterfeit was discovered by members of 
the Camden (N. J.) Coin Club. 

The next exhibitors, Dr. Saul Needleman, Dr. Alan Feinberg, Mr. Cy Lillian and Mr. Hariy 
Flower, all had coins and medals featuring Judaea Capta. They displayed an excellent selec¬ 
tion of these very popular ancient coins and the modem medals of Liberation with the Judaea 
Capta motif. This combined exhibit was an "Exhibition" in itself. Dr. Needleman spoke on 
this type of coinage. For more information on this popular subject, see our own INSI Briefs 
"Coins Related to the Conquest of Judaea and Jerusalem" in the INSI BULLETIN of August 
1972 (with a page of illustrations by Dr. Feinberg). Part two of this article by Dr. Needleman 
is included with this bulletin. 

IMPORTANT REMINDER : We have received word that the quota for the AINA trip to Israel is 
rapidly being filled. If you plan a trip to Israel, now is the time to act, during the 25th 
Anniversaiy of the State. This, the 5th Annual Trip, March 1 to 15, 1973,is sure to be the 
greatest, the most meaningful and the most celebrated of all. There will never be another 
25th Anniversaiy. Brochures are available at the speaker’s table. 

PROGRAM FOR SEPTEMBER MEETING: Program Chairman Needleman has arranged for a 
special speaker on a special subject for the September meeting. Mr. Henry Blaha of Cicero 
will speak to us on the subject of "Elongated" or rolled coins. Mr. Blaha is an authority on 
this subject. In fact, he designed and rolled the SHALOM 5-Agorot coin as pictured in the 
INSI BULLETIN of August 1970. He will "illustrate" his talk by exhibiting the dies and ex¬ 
amples of his work. This should be a very interesting and important "lecture-exhibition" of 
an unusual branch of numismatics. Of course, any of your friends or any other interested 
persons are welcome. 


President - Mr. Hariy Flower 

First Vice President - Dr. Alan Feinberg Second Vice President - Mr. David Silverman 

Secretary - Mrs. Mary Bell Treasurer - Mrs. Lea Levy 

Board Members - Mr. Leo Hecht, Mr. Lou Nagy, Mr. Ben Odesser, Dr. Saul Needleman 
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COINS RELATED TO THE CONQUEST OF JUDAEA AND JERUSALEM 
(continued) 

by Saul B. Needleman 


Maladministration under the Procurators went from bad to worse, and under Gesius Florus, 
the blow was struck for freedom. Jewish Zealots destroyed the Roman garrison at Jerusalem 
(64-66 C.E.). Vespesian led the Roman forces across Judaea. Then he was elected Emperor 
in Rome and gave to his son, Titus, command of the legions with instructions to crush the 
insurgents. The campaign ended in 70 with the destruction of The Temple and The Holy City. 
This event was commemorated with an extensive series of coins which appeared over many 
years though no Emperor ever added the title "Judaicus" to his name to mark this victory 
(see Domitian Germanicus, etc.). 

Coins of this period can be divided between those which contain legends having direct reference 
to the event and those without reference to Judaea but which were issued during this period. 
Every coin of Vespesian and Titus which represents any connotation of victorious or triumphal 
character refers to the Jewish war. In addition, there exist at least 2 coins of an earlier 
period countermarked with (L.X. F.) Legio decimus Fretensis. The known number of varia¬ 
tions of Judaea Capta coins makes a complete description almost impossible. The main types 
are summarized. All contain on the obverse, the portrait of Vespesian or Titus with the 
appropriate description of their terms as Emperor, Consul, Tribune and priest. The most 
commonly seen reverse motif shows the palm tree with the Emperor, a Roman soldier, the 
trophy or a male Jew standing to left with a seated Jewess mourning to right. The large 
bronze sestertius has IUDAEA, IUDAEA CAPA, IUD. CAP. , IUDAEA DEVICTA or a variant 
of these in the field with S. C. These were minted in Rome. Silver denarii of similar design 
generally do not have S. C. and were prepared in Caesaraea. Another series illustrates 
Victory with wings holding a crown and palm branch or inscribing a shield affixed to a palm 
tree. These were prepared in Jerusalem. A similar series shows Victory erecting a trophy, 
standing on a globe or on the prow of a ship. One group of coins of Titus shows a Jew 
kneeling, holding a trophy, presenting standards or standing next to a trophy or pile of arms. 
Another group has the winged Victory inscribing a shield with SPQR or OB. CIV. SER. or 
standing on a prow. In the field is VICTORIA NAVALIS (defeat of the Jewish navy on the 
Sea of Galilee), VICTORIA AUGUSTI, PAX AUGUSTI, etc. Surely the most oppressive de¬ 
signs were those having a sow and her young. The sow was the symbol of the 10th legion 
and their attempts to introduce their standards with this symbol into Jerusalem laid the way 
for the second war with the Romans. 

Unable to sell the destroyed land, Vespesian took Judaea as his own domain. He imposed a 
tax on all Jews to replace the beka formerly paid to The Temple. This tax remained in effect 
for 25 years until relieved to some extent by Nerva in 97 C.E. 

AE Sestertius. Ob. Laurate head of Nerva 
right. Rx. Palm tree with FISC I IUDAICI 
CALUMNIA SUBLATA S. C. 

The period between the 1st and 2nd revolts was marked by constant clashes between the Jews 
and the Romans. Finally, in 132 began the last desperate attempt under Simon Bar Kochba 
to evict Rome. After three years of futile battle, the revolt was crushed and Jerusalem 
leveled. Hadrian came to Judaea to marvel at the people who resisted Rome for so long. 
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He built a temple but dedicated it to Jupiter. On the ruins of Jerusalem he built a new city, 
Aelia Capitolina. 

AE 25. Antonius Pius (139-161 C.E.). 

Ob. Laurate head right. Rx. Bust of the 
city goddess right, wearing turreted crown. 

Eventually Roman rule gave way to the Byzantines (ca. 400 C. E.) and later to the Umayyid 
Arab rule (ca. 900 C.E.). 

AR Dirhan. Ob. and Rx. Arabic inscrip¬ 
tions. Wasit mint. 

The crusader period began about 1098 C.E. and lasted just under 200 years. All coins of 
the crusaders must be classed as relating to the conquest and occupation of Judaea. 

AR Denarius. Baldwin II. Ob. Jerusalem 
cross. Rx. Tower of David with DE 
IERUSALEM around. 


Please credit INSI BULLETIN and AUTHOR for reproduction of this material. 
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The forty-first meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (INSI) will be held at the 

ORCHARD CENTER 
8600 Gross Point Road 
Skokie, Illinois 

Wednesday, October 25, 1972 
8:00 P. M. 

RECAP OF SEPTEMBER MEETING ? Due to the absence of President Harry Flower, First Vice 
President Alan Feinberg presided. Dr. Saul Needleman informed the members that the final 
settlement had been made with the Israel Government Coins and Medals Corporation regarding 
the "Israel Fair" that was held at the Horwich Center this past June. The profit to the Club 

was included in the financial report as given by Treasurer Lea Levy.Door prizes were 

donated by Mr. Louis Nagy. These were won by three lucky people: Miss Elka Geller, 

Mrs. Sheldon Lurie and Mr. Norbert Jericho. 

The highlight of the evening was, of course, our speaker, Mr. Henry Blaha. Introduced by 
Mr. Ben Odesser, he is one of the most knowledgeable persons in the countiy on elongated coins. 
Mr. Blaha first gave a short history of these. They were made for the first time at the Colum¬ 
bian Exposition in Chicago in 1893. Since then, these interesting numismatic pieces have been 
made for prominent people, historical and religious subjects, expositions, conventions, and 
dozens of other reasons. He described the dies and how they were made and exhibited a set of 
them. He informed us of the latest advancement in the elongated field, the introduction of photos 
onto one of these coins. He also told us of a book that he exhibited. The Elongated Collector 
by Dottie Dow, Imperial Litho, Phoenix, Arizona, 1965. Although there are over 1000 different 
pieces in his collection, Henry brought only a few examples for his display. Many of the INSI 
members will remember Mr. Blaha as the person who rolled and made available to us the 5 
Agorot-Shalom elongated. This was discussed and illustrated in your INSI BULLETIN of Aug¬ 
ust 1970. His talk, his exhibit and the question and answer session was most interesting and 
informative. We certainly want to thank him for the "inside sto'r^" of this special branch of 
numismatics. 

Refreshments were served at the termination of the meeting. We want to thank Mrs. Lea Levy 
for making the "goodies" available to us. 

EXHIBITS: In keeping with the theme of the evening, Mr. Ben Odesser exhibited some Judaic 
elongated coins. These included "SHALOM" in English and Hebrew impressed on 1 agora and 
5 agorot Israel coins and on a U. S. cent. 

Dr. Saul Needleman exhibited a coin and a book about the "Turkomans", a people of the Turkic 
linguistic group. These people lived in central Asia, some in Iran and in northern Iraq and 
Syria. Dr. Needleman also exhibited an example of Continental Currency. 

Mr. Henry Blaha’s display has already been discussed with his talk of the evening. 

INSI in "COIN WORLD": Again, your INSI made COIN WORLD. See the Wednesday, October 11 
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1972 issue, page 59. Take a look and read about Louis Nagy’s talk on "Counterfeit and 
Altered Coins". 

1973 AINA TRIP TO ISRAEL : In the past INSI BULLETIN S we have been emphasizing the 1973 
Israel trip, which will occur during the 25th Anniversary of the State. A letter was received 
from Morris Bram, president of the American Israel Numismatic Association, stating that as 
of September 26, 1972, 101 persons have sent in their deposits; the total quota is 120 persons. 
Remember the date — March 1 to 15, 1973. 

INSI BRIEFS: For several months your INSI BULLETIN has been supplemented with an ori¬ 
ginal article pertaining to Judaic Numismatics. These articles were written by members of 
our Club; in most cases, the first article that he has written. Most of you can and should 
try writing on a subject that is of interest to you. A little research (usually in an encyclo¬ 
pedia, history book, coin publications, etc.), a little effort, and you can produce a paper that 
is worthy of publishing in our BULLETIN. As a point of interest, every INSI BRIEF has been 
"picked up" and republished in another INS bulletin or in THE SHEKEL , the official publication 
of the American Israel Numismatic Association. 

In the August and September INSI BULLETINS were "Coins Related to the Conquest of Judaea 
and Jerusalem" by Dr. Saul B. Needleman. These were actually one article in two parts, 
and they dealt with the popular "Judaea Capta" coins of ancient times. In keeping with this 
theme, Mr. Harry Flower is writing about "Medals of Liberation", the modem medallic issue 
of the State of Israel, using the motif of "Judaea Capta". Part I, the story of the First 
Medal of Liberation, will accompany this INSI BULLETIN . 

PROGRAM FOR OCTOBER MEETING : Preparations for the October meeting are in progress. 


At the time that this bulletin must be taken to the printers, final ar¬ 
rangements for the October program have not been completed. Program 
Chairman Needleman assures us that there will be a program and an inter¬ 
esting one. If possible all members should attend and bring friends and 
other interested people. 

There will be refreshments, door prises and exhibits, all to be shared by 
our visitors. To make the evening more interesting, a larger number of our 
members should participate and bring one or more numismatic or Judaic item 
for exhibit. Try iti you will find it rewarding to share your poss*osion 
with the »o*bership. And remember- visitors are welcome. 


President - Mr. Harry Flower 

First Vice President - Dr. Alan Feinberg Second Vice President - Mr. David Silverman 

Secretary - Mrs. Mary Bell Treasurer - Mrs. Lea Levy 

Board Members - Mr. Leo Hecht, Mr. Lou Nagy, Mr. Ben Odesser, Dr. Saul Needleman 
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ISRAEL'S MEDALS OF LIBERATION 
Part I 

by Harry Flower 


To this collector the Medals of Liberation are the most significant and meaningful of all the 
official medals of the State of Israel. They are magnificent in design and symbolic of Israel's 
new freedom, but not forgetful of its ancient subjugation. 

There were three different designs or types of this numismatic masterpiece, all known as the 
"Judaea Capta-Israel Liberata" Medals. The general theme, which is the same for all types, 
was taken from the suggestion of Dr. Leo Kadman, who was the first president of the Israel 
Numismatic Society. 

The First Medal of Liberation, designed by graphic artist, Otte Waliish, was struck in gold 
and silver by John Pinches (Medallists) Ltd., London, England. As no government agency had 
been formed to handle the issuance of medals, Jacob Japhet and Co. , Ltd., Bankers of Tel- 
Aviv, Jerusalem and Haifa handled the distribution for "The Tenth Anniversary of Israel Com¬ 
mittee". The exclusive distributor for the U. S. A. and Canada was AMERICAN SIBA TRADING 
COMPANY, 565 Fifth Avenue, New York 17, New York. 

The obverse of the first medal shows a palm tree with seven branches and two bunches of 
dates; on the left is an Israeli woman holding a sheaf of corn, on the right a man standing with 
a hoe. These are symbols of the reconstruction of Israel. On each side of these figures are 
the Latin words, "ISRAEL LIBERATA" (liberated Israel). Beneath the palm tree in the exergue 
is the Hebrew word for Jerusalem. All of the above is within a circle. Curved above and 
across the top of the medal is a Hebrew inscription (Ten Years Freedom of Israel) and below 
is the Hebrew date "5718", corresponding to 1958. Between the inscription and the date are 
five six-pointed stars on each side. 

The reverse features a replica of a Roman Judaea Capta coin that was struck to record Ves¬ 
pasian’s conquest of Judaea in the Jewish-Roman War of 66-70 A.D. This ancient Roman coin 
shows the palm tree; on the right a Jewess seated in an attitude of dejection; on the left a 
Jewish captive standing with his hands bound behind his back; curved above, the Latin inscrip¬ 
tion "IVDAEA CAPTA" (Captive Judaea); and in the exergue, "S C" (Senatus Consultum). 

Curved above the coin is a Hebrew inscription (Exile of Judaea); below, the Hebrew date "3830", 
corresponding to 70 A. D. Between the inscription are chains, as a symbol of servitude. 

The edges of both the gold and silver issues bear the incused inscription "ISRAEL GOVERN¬ 
MENT APPROVED ISSUE 1948-1958", with tiny menoras before and after the dates. These 
menoras were taken from the official emblem of the 10th Anniversary Year. 

There were 10,000 struck in 900 fine gold, 27mm. in diameter and weighing 15 grams each. 
These were issued in small blue purses, stamped in gold; the word "ISRAEL” above, the sym¬ 
bol of the Tenth Anniversary Committee in the center, and the dates "1948-1958" below. 


There were also 10,000 of the 900 fine silver medals struck. These were 38mm. in diameter 
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and weighing 30 grams each, and were issued in attractive plastic containers. These contain¬ 
ers were stamped in silver. At the top is the official symbol of the Anniversary Committee 
and on each side the dates '*1948 1958". At the bottom in two lines are "10th Anniversary/ 

of the State of Israel". Curved above are two sets of five each of silver six-pointed stars. 

Soft gray-colored plastic foam is in the case for the protection of the medal. 

In 1972 patterns of this first Liberation were discovered. These were struck in copper and 
in pewter, and all were struck from the same die. As of this date only three are known to 
exist. A recap of the numismatic data of the First Medal of Liberation is given in Table No. 1. 



Table No. 1. 

THE 

FIRST MEDAL 

OF LIBERATION 


DATE 

METAL 

DIAMETER 

WEIGHT MINTAGE 

1 . 

1958 

Gold 

27mm. 

15 gm. 10,000 

2. 

1958 

Silver 

38 mm. 

30 gm. 10,000 

3. 

1958 

Copper 

42 mm. 

52 gm. 

4. 

1958 

Copper 

42mm. 

62 gm. 

5. 

1958 

Pewter 

42mm. 


•3. 

This is a pattern, weighing 52.08 grams. 

, 4mm. thick. 


4. This is a pattern, weighing 62.075 grams, 5mm. thick. 

5. This is also a pattern, similar to the above. 

Three copper and one pewter are known to exist. 


Please credit INSI BULLETIN and author for reproduction of this material. 
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The forty-second general meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (INSI) will be held 
at the 


ORCHARD CENTER 
8600 Gross Point Road 
Skokie, Illinois 

Wednesday, November 29, 1972 
8:00 P. M. 


SPECIAL NOTICE: Please note that the November meeting will be on the 5th Wednesday, on 
the 29th. At this meeting your INSI will have its annual Hanukkah Party. There will be re¬ 
freshments, such as candy, cake, cookies, soft drinks and coffee. The exhibits will include a 
display of the Israel Government Hanukkah Coins and also the Hanukkah tokens and medals 
issued by other sources. And, of course, all visitors and members present will be eligible 
for the prizes. Please remember, your children and friends are welcome. 

RECAP OF OCTOBER MEETING: After President Harry Flower called the meeting to order, 

Treasurer Lea Levy gave her report.The private "6-Day War" medals and the new "Shame 

of Munich" medal, issued by Mr. A. Lemer, P. O. Box G, Denville, New Jersey, 07834, were 

discussed, and orders taken after the meeting.The AINA Trip to Israel from March 1-15 

was again brought up, and brochures were given to interested parties. The quota of 120 is 
almost filled — if interested, act immediately..... The meeting date for the November meeting 

was discussed. After a vote, the 29th was selected.The door prizes, donated by Mr. Nagy 

and Mr. Odesser, were won by Mrs. Greenstein, Dr. Needleman, Robert Greenstein, Michael 
Sporn, Mr. Ben Odesser, Mr. Lou Nagy, and Mr. Ernest Levy. .... INSI member Ned Fishkin, 
who is an officer in the Society of Israel Philatelists, distributed complimentary tickets for 
the Midwest Postage Stamp and Coin Show, held at the Palmer House, November 10 - 12, 1972. 

Mr. Robert Leonard introduced our speaker, Mr. Harlan Berk of Joliet, Illinois. Mr. Berk’s 
program was in two parts. The first talk was "Decline of Nations as Seen Through their 
Numismatic Art". He discussed how the Ancient Roman coins declined artistically and in value 
(through debasement) as the nation delined, and compared this situation with our present time. 
His second talk was the story of his recent acquisition, a very rare, possibly unique, signed 
Ancient Greek coin. This silver piece is probably the first signed Greek coin, the signature 
is the letters, "E.Y. O.". It was minted 452 - 432 B. C. The specimen was passed around 
and examined by the audience. These two talks were the first of this type that we have heard. 
They were very interesting and informative. We thank Mr. Berk for bringing this numismatic 
message to us. 

INSI IN "COIN WORLD": Your INSI certainly is making a lot of issues of COIN WORLD , the 
World’s Greatest Numismatic Publication. Our latest entry was in the October 18, 1972 issue, 
page 50. We were also sent a supply of these papers which were distributed at the meeting. 
COIN WORLD. INSI thanks you. 


EXHIBITS: The first exhibitor was Mr. Robert Leonard, who had a display of ancient silver 
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coins. These were Poitous (1189-1196); Lucca (1165-1182); Valance (1200-1300); and two of 
Le Puy (1050-1300 and 1050-1200). He also had Byzantine Coins of Alexius I and Edessa 
along with the authoritative book Monnaies Byzantines by R. Ratto, 1930. This exhibit was 
scientifically made with information cards for each issue. 

The next exhibitor was Mr. Donald Oppenheim, with a most unusual item of Judaica. This 
was a metal ball — a cannon ball, probably made of iron, about 2 inches in diameter. This 
was one of the thousands that were fired by Napoleon’s Army in the siege of Acre in February 
1799. Mr. Oppenheim most eloquently gave us a short narration of the history of that period 

in a most interesting style.This was a beautiful example for other INSI members for short 

"exhibit-talks". Please remember, you do not have to be a coin collector to participate. It 
has been said that exhibits and the accompanying talks are the "backbone" of coin club meetings. 


Mr. Harlan Berk was the next exhibitor, also with a one-item display. This was a genuine 
shekel of the year 2 in about-circulated condition. The coin 
is quite rare and costly, and is usually the ultimate for the 
Judaic coin collector. This was the first time most of our 
__ ,. members have seen "the real thing". We certainly appreciate 

thoughtfulness of Mr. Berk for bringing this historic coin 
to our meeting and sincerely thank him. As illustrated here, 
this shekel of the First Revolt (66-70 A. D.) has "Year 2" just 
above the chalice; curved around is the inscription "Shekel of Israel". Featured in the center 
of the reverse is a stem with three pomegranates, and curved around "Jerusalem the Holy". 



The last exhibitor was Mr. Harry Flower. The first part of this exhibit was the coins of the 
German Democratic Republic (East Germay) that are of Judaic interest, each with a numis¬ 
matic write-up. These were 5 mark issued in 1969 featuring Heinrich Hertz; 20 mark of 1968 
featuring Karl Marx; and 20 mark coin of 1971 featuring Rosa Luxemburg. In addition, there 
were a Karl Goetz medal of Paul Ehrlich and an Austrian Mint medal of Sigmund Freud. The 
second part of this exhibit was the medals issued by the National Commemorative Society 
(P. O. Box 100, Lansdowne, Pennsylvania, 19050) that are of Judaic interest. This organization 
started in 1964 to issue a monthly commemorative medal by subscription, the recent 96th issue 
was to honor composer George Gershwin. Other issues of the N. C.S. in this exhibit were the 
FOUR CHAPLAINS medal (including Rabbi Alexander D. Goode) and the ALBERT EINSTEIN 
medal (error date 1875-1955) and the ALBERT EINSTEIN medal (corrected date 1879-1955). A 
similar organization, the Societe Commemorative de Femmes Celebres (1 Wynnewood Road, 
Wynnewood, Pennsylvania, 19096), has for its 30th issue a medal of SARA BERNHARDT. 


ABOUT INSI MEMBERS: First Vice President Alan Feinberg was absent from the October 
meeting; reason, a trip to Canada and England. We welcome back Dr. and Mrs. Feinberg. 
We are looking forward to seeing his new numismatic acquisitions. 


Award-winning INSI member Stewart Koppel is really boosting Judaic Numismatics. He won 
third place in the Medals category at the ANA National Convention at New Orleans, Louisiana. 
His exhibit was a medalic display of the 12 tribes of Israel. Also, at the November 8th 
Oak Park Coin Club Show, Mr. Koppel won first place with his "Commemorative Coins of 
Israel" display. 


INSI member Saul Needleman also recently won an award; the second prize in the North Shore 
Coin Club Show that was held September 9 - 10, 1972. His exhibit was "Histoiy of Jerusalem 
in Coins". 
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Congratulations are due to Junior member Michael Spom. Michael was a Bar Mitzvah on 
November 18, 1972 at the West Suburban Temple Har Zion in River Forest, Illinois. He is 
the son of Joseph and Barbara Spom. 

And again, congratulations to Robert Goldsmith, son of Alvin and Peggy Goldsmith, who made 
his Bar Mitzvah on November 11 at the Iran Hebrew Congregation in Skokie, Illinois. We wish 
all the best to these two fine young men and their parents. 

PROGRAM FOR NOVEMBER MEETING: Program Chairman Saul Needleman has arranged for 
a speaker, Mr. Benjamin Boyer, for this meeting. Mr. Boyer is a historian and a biographer, 
and his subject will be "Lesser Known Great Jewish Personalities”. Specifically, his subject 

will cover Dr. Korschak, Louis Cardozo and Aharon David Gordon. This should be a very 
interesting biographical sketch of these important but not well known people. If possible, every 
member should attend to hear Mr. Boyer’s talk. 

As stated at the beginning of this BULLETIN, our annual Hanakkah party will take place at this 
meeting. Mrs. Peggy Goldsmith will be our hostess for this event, and we are sure that she 
will have an enjoyable evening planned for us. 

So that we can allow sufficient time for our speaker and our party, this meeting will start 
promptly at 8:00 P. M. We urge that all of you arrive earlier so that we can start on time. 

We will end this BULLETIN by wishing all of our members, their families and friends, a 
veiy HAPPY HANUKKAH. 

FLASH - JUST ARRIVED: We have received ordering information on two new Israel coins 
as illustrated below. Club members are allowed discount prices, so come prepared to place 
your order at this meeting. We also received a list of 50 Israel Coins and Medals available 
at special prices. 


1972 HANUKKA COIN 


1973 P I D Y O N 






President - Mr. Hany Flower 

First Vice President - Dr. Alan Feinberg Second Vice President - Mr. David Silverman 

Secretary - Mrs. Mary Bell Treasurer - Mrs. Lea Levy 

Board Members - Mr. Leo Hecht, Mr. Lou Nagy, Mr. Ben Odesser, Dr. Saul Needleman 







INSI BRIEFS 


YEHUDI MENUHIN 

50th BIRTHDAY MEDAL 



This medal was issued in 1966 to commemorate the 50th birthday of Yehudi Menuhin, the 
distinguished American violinist. It was designed by the well known medalist, Paul Vincze of 
London, and the issue was handled by S. A. Seaby, Ltd. , also of London. There were 5000 
struck in sterling silver, 250 in 22 carat gold, and 50 in platinum. Each medal is numbered 
on the rim; all medals in 2 L4 inch size only. 

The obverse features the violinist"at work"; curved above is the Latin inscription "YEHVDI 
MENVHIN AET. SVAE. L". The latter part of this inscription is the abbreviation of "Aetatis 
Suae L" (his age of 50). 

The reverse features as allegorical composition: the master instructing the student. This 
subject was inspired to the medalist because Mr. Menuhin founded a school some years ago, 
where talented young people from all over the world could receive free education in music and 
other subjects. In the exergue is the Italian legend "CHI NON ARDE / NON INCENDE" (who 
does not bum does not glow), meaning "who does not have the enthusiasm cannot pass it on 
to others". 

- Harry Flower 


Please credit INSI BULLETIN and author for reproduction of this material. 




DECEMBER 1972 B UL LE TIN Box 2095, Oak Park, Illinois, 60303 


The forty-third general meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (INSI) will be held 
at the 

ORCHARD CENTER 
8600 Gross Point Road 
Skokie, Illinois 

Wednesday, December 27, 1972 
8:00 P. M. 

RECAP OF NOVEMBER MEETING: After President Harxy Flower called the meeting to order, 
he requested Mrs. Levy to give the Treasurer’s report.... He then announced that orders for 
the new Israel coins would be taken after the meeting. These coins were the 1972 Hanukkah 
in B. U. and proof and the 1973 Pidyon Haben Coin in B. U. and proof.Mr. Flower re¬ 

minded the membership that the election for 1973 INSI officers would take place in December 
and that he had appointed a nominating committee. ... As this was a special Hanukkah Meeting, 
there were 12 door prizes. Four of these were donated by Mr. Leo Hecht, for which we 
thank him, and the other 8 were purchased by the Club. The lucky winners were Sidney 
Lorber, Harry Flower, Norbert Jericho, Beth Needleman, Dr. Alan Feinberg, Robert Green- 
stein, Ted Donahue, Michael Sporn, Henry Jaskiewicz, Maxwell Chalmers, Sidney Meyer and 
Louis Nagy. ... Mrs. Sylvia Odesser donated a dozen "dredels" (Hanukkah spinning tops), which 
were distributed to the younger members and guests. Then Mr. Nagy also distributed minia¬ 
ture U. S. currency to them. ... Dr. Needleman conducted a raffle for a Mexican 5 peso gold 
coin. The lucky winner was our guest, Mr. Sidney Meyers. 

The highlight of the program was our speaker, Mr. Benjamin Boyer. Mr. Boyer, who is 
a member of the Jewish Board of Education, gave a most interesting talk on three Jewish 
personalities. They were Dr. Janusz Korczak, Benjamin Nathan Cardozo and Aaron David 
Gordon. These three "Lesser Known Great Jewish Personalities" were "brought to life" by 
Mr. Boyer’s descriptions. We hope that he will visit our Club again and bring one of his 
fine lectures. Thank you, Mr. Boyer. 

After adjournment, members and guests enjoyed an hour of socializing and fellowship. There 
was plenty of coffee, soft drinks, cake, cookies, etc. for everyone. Festive atmosphere was 
created by the "Happy Hanukkah" sign and the lighted Menora. Mrs. Peggy Goldsmith, our 
hostess for this event, baked the cake and cookies and made all the arrangements for the 
party. She not only donated her time and energy, but also the cost. Peggy, we all thank 
you for a most enjoyable Hanukkah party. Also, we want to remember Sylvia Odesser for 
a supply of her famous "mandel bread". It was the best. Thanks, Sylvia. 

EXHIBITS : Mr. Ben Odesser displayed and spoke about an unusual piece of Judaica. This 
was a letter from the "Shanghai Chinese Lodge 1102 B'nai B’rith" dated April 10, 1933. 

Ben had received this letter as an invitation to the Passover Seder while stationed in Shanghai. 

The second exhibitor, Mr. Stewart Koppel, displayed the two latest issues of the Lerner 
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medals. These were the "Shame of Munich" and the 5th in the series of the "Six Day War 
Medals", along with the explanation cards. 

The next exhibitor was Dr. Needleman with a silver 1/4 shekel of the 2nd Revolt that had 
been struck over a denarius of Vespasian. The period was 132 - 135 A. D. 

In keeping with the theme of the season, the last exhibitor, Mr. Harry Flower displayed a 
collection of Hanukkah coins and medals. The medals included all of the Franklin Mint issues, 
1970, 1971 and 1972; the silver and bronze 1968 issue by the Journal of Israel Numismatics ; 
and the silver and bronze 1971 issue of The Judaic Heritage Society. He also showed an 
elongated Lincoln Cent, rolled by Dottie Dow in 1969 to commemorate "Chanukah", and finally, 
a double set (showing obverse and reverse) of the Israel Hanukkah coins. 

PROGRAM FOR DECEMBER: We are fortunate in having Dr. Jack P. Cowen as our speaker 
for December. Dr. Cowen is an ophthalmologist by profession and his recreational interests 
are photography, mountain climbing, archeology, art and numismatics. His coin collecting 
interest is in ancient Roman, and his talk will be on this subject. Dr. Cowen will bring 
part of his collection for display, and he will also show slides. This should be a most 
informative and interesting lecture. 

Also as the younger members and children are on vacation this week, we will have refresh¬ 
ments. Friends and other interested people are welcome. 

ANNUAL DINNER: The subject of an annual dinner was brought up at the last meeting. 

Please give this matter some thought; it will be discussed at the December meeting. Several 
members believe that we can and should have such an event. Let us know your thinking on 
this subject. 

ELECTION OF 1973 OFFICERS: A Nominating Committee, Mr. Louis Nagy (Chairman), 

Mr. Ben Odesser and Mr. Leo Hecht, has been appointed by the President. This Committee 
proposed the following slate of officers: 

President: Dr. Saul Needleman 
First Vice President: Dr. Alan Feinberg 
Second Vice President: Mr. Louis Nagy 
Secretary: Mrs. Sondra Needleman 
Treasurer: Mrs. Peggy Goldsmith 

Also, remember, as stated in our BY-LAWS; "Any member in good standing may at the 
December meeting nominate a member with the nominee’s consent to serve for any of the 
elective offices, and seconded by another member". 


President - Mr. Hany Flower 

First Vice President - Dr. Alan Feinberg Second Vice President - Mr. David Silverman 

Secretary - Mrs. Mary Bell Treasurer - Mrs. Lea Levy 

Board Members - Mr. Leo Hecht, Mr. Lou Nagy, Mr. Ben Odesser, Dr. Saul Needleman 






INSI BRIEFS 


THE 'JEWISH' STAR 
by Ben Odesser 

Many people think of the ’Jewish* star or hexagram or ’Magen David’ 
(Shield of David) as being a Jewish symbol descending from antiquity or actually 
from King David’s time. Nothing could be further from the truth. 

Today the ’Jewish' star is, in fact, universally recognized as THE 
Jewish symbol. If any other peoples, such as the ancient Hindus or the 19th 
centuiy Moroccans who used the symbol — have any claim to it — they 
evidently have abandoned the symbol to the Jews. 

Quoting from the book, "Jewish Magic and Superstitions", page 141, 

"The hexagram, in fact, has no direct connection with Judaism. The Hindus 
used the symbol as a potent talisman; it occurs often in Arabic amulets and 
in Medieval Christian Magical texts. Its magical virtues were known in Jewish 
circles at an early time; they are to be found often in medieval amulets and 
mezuzot. Names of God and Biblical texts were frequently inscribed within the 
triangles of the magical hexagram." 

The World Book Reference Library has pointed out that the symbol was 
originated by the ancient Hindus and called a 'CHAKRAM*. The triangle pointed 
upward was an ideograph for fire, and the triangle pointed downward was an 
ideograph for water. So, although the hexagram has been used, intermittently, 
by Jews from about the 3rd century, CE, as a mystical and superstitious 
symbol — it never was a strictly Jewish symbol until fairly recently. 

In 1873 the American Jewish Publication Society adopted the ’hexagram’ 
as the Jewish star. (This will probably be a shock to Harry X Boosel (Mr. 1873) 
who supposedly knows everything that happened in 1873!) In 1897 it was adopted 
by the 1st Zionist Congress in Basel, Switzerland. From then on, the Jewish 
star was THE symbol of the Jews. During the 1st World War Jewish organi¬ 
zations doing military relief work used the ’Red Magen David’ as an insignia 
of equal rank with the 'Red Cross'. By this time the use and popularity of 
the six-pointed star among non-Jews began to recede. For example, prac¬ 
tically all the U. S. coinage of the 19th century had six-pointed stars, but as 
the coinage was changed in the 20th century, the six-pointed star left our 
coinage, except for the eagle and double-eage. 

The real publicity firmly establishing the hexagram as the Jewish Star, 
in the eyes of the entire world, was when Hitler ordered every Jew to wear a 
yellow Jewish star. THAT DID IT! Non-Jews abandoned using the’Jewish' 
star, and it became an exclusive Jewish symbol. In the 1930’s even the police 
departments that used a six-pointed star switched to a five-pointed star. It 
happened in Chicago, and I don’t know how many other police departments. 

So, even though the history has not been definitely settled — maybe it 
is truly the ’Shield of David' as the signature of King David are the three 
letters, — Daled — Waw — Daled, — which by extension compose a double 
triangle. 

Please credit INSI BULLETIN and AUTHOR for reproduction of this material. 







CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS 


ISRAEL NUMISMATIC SOCIETY OF ILLINOIS (I.N.S.I.) 

ARTICLE I - NAME AND OBJECTIVE 

Section 1. 

This organization shall be known as the Israel Numismatic Society of 
Illinois, a corporation not for profit, under the laws of the State of Illinois. 

Section 2. 


Its object shall be to promote research and educational activities incident 
to the collection of numismatic material, and promote the science and art of 
numismatics, pertaining to the country of Israel and general Judaica. 


ARTICLE II - MEMBERSHIP 


Section 1. 


Membership of this Club shall be comprised of three classes: Regular, 
Junior, and Honorary, subject to the following qualifications: 

1. Regular members shall be 18 and over. 

2. Junior members shall be persons under 18 years of age. They shall 
become regular members upon reaching the age of 18. 

3. Honorary membership shall be individuals selected and approved by the 
Board of Directors and/or the membership, for special recognition in 
the interest of numismatics. However, the Honorary Members will not 
pay dues or have voting rights. 

Section 2. 


All applications shall be made in writing and shall bear the signature of 
a member in good standing as a sponsor. Applications shall be read at a regular 
meeting of the Club and action then be referred to the Board of Directors. 

Section 3. 


Those who became members, or applied for membership prior to the regular 
meeting of June, 1970, shall be known as Charter Members. 

Section 4. 


A membership number shall be permanently assigned by lot to all the Charter 
Members and the Secretary shall thereafter assign permanent numbers to new members 
in order of their election to membership. 


Section 1. Election. 


ARTICLE III - OFFICERS 


A. The elective officers shall be President, First Vice President, Second 
Vice President, Treasurer, and Secretary. 














Section 1. Election. (Continued) 


B. To be eligible for election to office, a candidate must have been a 
regular member in good standing not less than six months, or those 
who are charter members. 

C. The President and First Vice President and Second Vice President may 
not serve more than two consecutive one-year terms in the same office. 

D. Appointed officers shall be determined upon as required from time to 
time and shall be appointed solely by the President. 

E. At the regular November meeting, a Nominating Committee of three (3) 
members in good standing shall be appointed by the President. 

F. The Nominating Committee shall meet within a reasonable time and 
select their Chairman. Their nominations for President, First Vice 
President, Second Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer, all of 
whom must be members in good standing, and whose consent has been 
obtained, shall be reported in writing to the Secretary. The Secretary 
will announce the nominations in the December meeting notice, or by 
separate letter of nomination. 

G. Any member in good standing may at the December meeting nominate a 
member with the nominee’s consent to serve for any of the elective 
offices, and seconded by another member. 

H. At the December meeting, those regularly nominated shall be elected by 
ballot to assume office at the next regular meeting in January. All 
members in good standing, both Regular and Junior, shall be entitled to 
vote, with a simple majority of those present determining the result. 

Section 2. Duties. 


A. The President shall preside at all meetings and shall supervise and 
direct all activities of the Club. 

B. In the absence or inability of the President to preside, the First 
Vice President shall assume all duties of that office. 

C. In the absence or inability to preside, of both the President and 
the First Vice President, the Second Vice President shall assume all 
duties of that office. 

D. The Secretary shall keep a true and complete record of all meetings. 

He or she shall carry on all necessary correspondence and give written 
notice in advance to all members of record as to time and place of 
all meetings. 

E. The Treasurer shall receive and disburse all funds when authorized, 
and shall keep a true and accurate record of the same. 


ARTICLE IV - BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


Section 1. Board Defined. 


There shall be a Board of Directors, consisting of the currently elected 
officers of the Club (Namely: President, First Vice President, Second Vice 
President, Treasurer, and Secretary), and the previous past President, as well 
as two members appointed by the President. 

The duty of this body shall be to formulate policies and handle problems 
as they arise. This body shall act upon all applications for membership, resig¬ 
nations, suspensions, and reinstatements. Any action taken by the Board of 
Directors shall be reported to the membership. 
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Section 2. Voting. 


A. Simple majority of votes cast. 

B. A quorum shall consist of any three members of the Board. 


ARTICLE V - MEETINGS 


Section 1, 


Regular meetings shall be held once a month at a time and place to be 
determined by the officers, the Board of Directors, and members in a regular 
meeting, except that the meetings may be omitted by vote of the members. 

Section 2. 


Special meetings may be called by the President upon not less than five 
(5) days' notice in writing. 

Section 3. 


Ten members shall constitute a quorum. 


ARTICLE VI - FISCAL YEAR 


The fiscal year of the Society shall begin on January 1 and end on 
December 31. 


Section 1. 


ARTICLE VII - DUES 


The revenues of this Club shall be derived from membership dues, contribu¬ 
tions, auction commissions, and in such other manner as may be approved by the 
majority of the members present at a meeting. 

Section 2. 


The annual membership shall be payable at the beginning of each calendar 
year, in advance, and shall be at the following rates: 

REGULAR MEMBERS $5.00 
JUNIOR MEMBERS $3.00 

Applications filed after June 30 shall be accompanied by one-half of the 
annual dues for each class of membership. Members who have not paid the correct 
dues by March 1, shall be considered delinquent. 
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ARTICLE VIII - MEDAL AWARDS 


Section 1. Past President’s Medal. 

A suitable medal shall be awarded at the November meeting to all living 
Past Presidents and thereafter, to be awarded annually to the outgoing President 
at the time of installation of his successor; a President re-elected to serve 
a second term may not receive this Medal until completion of the second term. 

Section 2. Merit Awards. 

Medals of Merit may be awarded once a year. The members who are to receive 
these awards will be those, who in the judgment of the Medals Committee, are 
worthy to receive same. Some of the items to be considered by the Medals Com¬ 
mittee in making these awards will be: 

A. Outstanding exhibits, and/or papers read, during the year at the 
Club meetings, or elsewhere, to further interest in Numismatics. 

B. Outstanding accomplishments, and/or service rendered in the field 
of Numismatics. 

C. The Club at their discretion may issue medals for various events, 
or for other reasons when the occasion arises. 

Items of the above nature should be brought to the attention of the Medals 
Committee to help facilitate awards. 


ARTICLE IX 


Amendments to these by-laws may be made by a vote of two-thirds of the 
membership present at any meeting, provided that due notice of the proposed 
changes shall have been sent to all members at least seven (7) days in advance 
of the meeting. 


ARTICLE X 


All meetings shall be conducted according to Roberts Rules of Order as 
amended, unless otherwise provided herein. 


ARTICLE XI - SURVIVOR’S BENEFIT 


In the event of the death of a member of this club, the survivor not being 
numismatically inclined, the club membership will select a group of three dis¬ 
interested members who will aid in the disposing of numismatic items at the 
request of the survivor, at no cost. 
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